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LANEY – Fall 2007




INTRODUCTION TO PHYSICAL ANTHROPOLOGY LABORATORY

ANTHROPOLOGY 001L - Code: L0937

Instructor: Mireille Giovanola
Lab Meetings: TUESDAY,1:00 to 5:00 pm, in Room F 200
Messages may be left in my mailbox (Tower lobby), on my voice mail: (510) 723-6600 ext. 2502 


and on my e-mail: jemag@ix.netcom.com

If you use the voice mail, please leave your name and contact number; speak slowly and clearly.


If you use the e-mail, make sure you write “Anthropology lab” as the subject heading.  If you



send me important or time-sensitive documents, send a copy with the “date sent” to yourself.

Office hours: Thursday, 12:00 to 1:00 pm, or by appointment in # 506 (5th floor of the Tower)

This syllabus is a contract. Read it carefully: you agree to its terms if you take the class.

LAB DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES


Introduction to Physical Anthropology Laboratory covers the same concepts that are presented in the Introduction to Physical Anthropology lecture course. The lab, however, is not meant to be a discussion section for the lecture course, but will reinforce what you are learning or have learned in the lecture course. You will be asked to handle specimens, work on exercises, and go on a field trip. No outside work is required (but see “Lab work and attendance”). 


At the end of the course, you should be able to (1) use the scientific methodology to evaluate competing hypotheses in Biological Anthropology; (2) demonstrate an understanding of inheritance, population genetics, and evolutionary processes by working out genetic problems and discussing results; (3) evaluate human biological diversity through the application of forensic analysis to the human skeleton; (4) compare primate anatomy and behavior through the examination of skeletal material and direct observation of primate behavior; (5) discuss the importance and timing of human adaptations through the examination of fossil replicas. 


This lab satisfies the CSU / GE Breadth – Life Science and IGETC requirements. It is UC and CSU approved.

COREQUISITE / PREREQUISITE:   Anthropology 1. 


You must either have completed the lecture course, or be taking it this term to enroll in the lab. 

REQUIRED LAB BOOK (also on reserve in the library)


WHITEHEAD, P. F., W. K. SACCO, and S.B. HOCHGRAF, 2005 (ISBN:  0-89582-572-4)




A Photographic Atlas for Physical Anthropology.


Morton Publishing Company. Englewood, Colorado. http://www.morton-pub.com
Please bring your lab book to all class meetings.

You may buy your lab book at your college bookstore. If you prefer to spend less money, consider buying a used copy online, or from a former student.
GRADING POLICY


Lab work and attendance:


150 points overall


3 tests (50 points each):


150 points overall


Total




300 points


Grades are assigned at the end of the semester, based on your accumulated total, in the following manner: A = 270-300; B = 240-269.5; C = 210-239.5; D =180-209.5; F = 179.5 and below. There is no extra credit; your best policy is to attend lab faithfully.

LAB WORK AND ATTENDANCE


Lab attendance is worth half your grade. It is important that you attend all lab meetings as you will be tested on the material covered in lab (see Tests). The Zoo trip is considered as a regular lab meeting; please make arrangements now to attend the trip, or consider doing the alternate assignment. To get full credit for a lab, you must show up on time, stay for the duration of the meeting, and actively participate. Active participation includes, but is not limited to, working with your teammates, completing your lab assignment(s) in a timely manner, asking questions, working out problems on the board. 


There is no excused absence for any reason. However, you may miss up to two meetings without being penalized. After that, 10 points will be deducted each time you completely miss a lab. Points will also be deducted if you partially miss a lab, i.e. come late, leave early, take long and/or frequent breaks. 


Note that the lab is scheduled from 1:00 to 5:00 pm. Please do not schedule activities and appointments that conflict with the lab meetings.




No outside work is required. You may feel, however, that you have to review or learn material that I expect you to be familiar with, either because you have forgotten it (if you took Physical Anthropology prior to this semester), or because it has not yet been covered in your class (if you are taking the course concurrently). Feel free to contact me for additional assistance.

TESTS


I have scheduled 3 tests over the course of the semester (see your schedule). Tests are worth 50 points each and are not cumulative.


Tests will include questions on skeletal material / displays, and problems similar (not identical) to the ones you worked on in lab. You may use your own lab book and notes during  the tests, so write down everything your think you will need for the test. You have the whole lab period to take the test.
 Please note that students caught cheating on a test will get 0 on that test.


There are no make-up tests.  Please plan your schedule accordingly.

LAB ETIQUETTE


Come to class on time. I usually spend some time at the beginning of each lab meeting explaining what you will be doing. It is therefore very important that you arrive on time (see Lab attendance above).


Turn off your cell phone and other such devices before coming to class. Put these devices out of sight. Repeat offenders will be asked to leave so the rest of us can work productively. 


Come ready to work! Please note that while you are encouraged to work in groups and share your knowledge, lab time is not the time to socialize, nor is it the time to work on other projects. If you are done with the day’s assignment(s), you may help others and / or review the material from previous labs. If everybody works efficiently, we will be done earlier.


Handle all materials respectfully and  over the tables. Let me know if something needs to be repaired. Sorry, no food or drinks  (other than water) are allowed in the lab. 

IMPORTANT DEADLINES

Thursday, September 6:
Last day to drop a full-term class and receive a refund

Saturday, September 8:
Last day to add a full-term class

Saturday, September 15:
Last day to drop a full-term class without receiving a W

Tuesday, November 20:
Last day to drop (W) a full-term class

Please note that it is YOUR responsibility to drop the lab formally if you stop attending it

LAB DATES AND TOPICS


AUG
T 28
Human osteology


SEP
T 4
Human diversity: anthropometry and osteometry




T 11
Human diversity: sex and age




T 18
Human diversity: sex and age, cont’d




Inheritance



T 25
Inheritance




CSI Laney

OCT
T 2
TEST 1



T 9
Inheritance




T 16
Comparative anatomy





Classification of modern primates



T 23
Survey of modern primates: anatomy & behavior 




Sun 28 
Trip to the Oakland Zoo, 10:00 am-12:30 pm (alternate day: Sat 29, same times) 



Purpose: to observe and record primate behavior

We meet at the Zoo at 9:50 am. Entrance: $ 5.50 (adult group rate) + Car park: $ 6.00 Let me know if you cannot join us. You will be given another project.



YES, this counts as a regular meeting. As a tradeoff, we will have test 3 on 12/11 



(day of the last lab) instead of 12/18 (scheduled final date)




T 30
Survey of modern primates: anatomy & behavior

NOV
T 6
TEST 2





T 13
Australopithecus



T 20
Australopithecus




Primate behavior paper due no later than 1 pm (if you did not go to the zoo)


T 27
Homo

DEC
T 4 
Homo



T 11
TEST 3



T 18 
Exam discussion (optional)


Please note: This syllabus may be altered if need be. All changes will be announced in class. 

