Anthropology lab / Zoo project



NAME: ________________________________

“SCAN-SAMPLING” (QUANTITATIVE) OBSERVATION - INDIVIDUAL

Observe the vervet monkeys in the enclosure. Supply the following information:

Common name: Vervet monkeys (also called Olive monkeys or Green monkeys)

Taxonomic information:

Scientific name ________________________________________________________________________

Suborder _______________________________
 
Infraorder ______________________________

Superfamily_____________________________
 
Family _________________________________

Genus _________________________________ 

Species ________________________________

Ecological and behavioral information:

Geographic range ______________________________________________________________________

Sexual dimorphism in body size (present / absent) ____________________________________________


(If present, slight or significant?)

Social organization in the wild ____________________________________________________________

Number of animals in enclosure (# females, # males) __________________________________________

Presence of nails and / or claws  (be specific) ________________________________________________


(Nails or claws on all fingers and toes? Mix of nails and claws?)

Tail (absent / present) ___________________________________________________________________


(If present, long / medium / short? Prehensile?) 

Relative length of forelimbs and hindlimbs __________________________________________________


(fore- and hindlimbs equal in size / forelimbs longer / hindlimbs longer?) 

Habitual mode of locomotion ____________________________________________________________

Choose ONE animal in the group and supply the following information:

Sex ___________________________ 
Age (adult, juvenile, infant) _____________________________

Describe the physical appearance of your subject  (so someone else could identify it)

Provide a detailed description of the animal’s living quarters at the zoo (cage, climbing structures, trees, etc.)

Weather conditions (temperature, etc.) at the time of observation

Choose a suitable interval. 

Each interval may represent 2 minutes, or more

Keep a tally of activities of your subject for 15 minutes. 

Make a note every time your subject changes activities. 



Even if an animal sits, it may scratch itself, look at you, scratch itself, etc.



You should score sit (/), scratch (/), look at observer (/), scratch (/), etc.


Add positions / behaviors, etc. that you observe but are not listed below

Length of each interval: _____ minutes

Starting time: ______  Ending time: ______
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Additional comments: 

Anthropology lab / Zoo project



NAME: ________________________________

“SCAN-SAMPLING” (QUANTITATIVE) OBSERVATION - INDIVIDUAL

Choose a primate species you have not observed so far. Supply the following information:

Common name ________________________________________________________________________

Taxonomic information:

Scientific name ________________________________________________________________________

Suborder _______________________________
 
Infraorder ______________________________

Superfamily_____________________________
 
Family _________________________________

Genus _________________________________ 

Species ________________________________

Ecological and behavioral information:

Geographic range ______________________________________________________________________

Sexual dimorphism in body size (present / absent) ____________________________________________


(If present, slight or significant?)

Social organization in the wild ____________________________________________________________

Number of animals in enclosure (# females, # males) __________________________________________

Presence of nails and / or claws  (be specific) ________________________________________________


(Nails or claws on all fingers and toes? Mix of nails and claws?)

Tail (absent / present) ___________________________________________________________________


(If present, long / medium / short? Prehensile?) 

Relative length of forelimbs and hindlimbs __________________________________________________


(fore- and hindlimbs equal in size / forelimbs longer / hindlimbs longer?) 

Habitual mode of locomotion ____________________________________________________________

Choose ONE animal in the group and supply the following information:

Sex ___________________________ 
Age (adult, juvenile, infant) _____________________________

Describe the physical appearance of your subject  (so someone else could identify it)

Provide a detailed description of the animal’s living quarters at the zoo (cage, climbing structures, trees, etc.)

Weather conditions (temperature, etc.) at the time of observation

Choose a suitable interval. 

Each interval may represent 2 minutes, or more

Keep a tally of activities of your subject for 15 minutes. 

Make a note every time your subject changes activities. 



Even if an animal sits, it may scratch itself, look at you, scratch itself, etc.



You should score sit (/), scratch (/), look at observer (/), scratch (/), etc.


Add positions / behaviors, etc. that you observe but are not listed below

Length of each interval: _____ minutes

Starting time: ______  Ending time: ______


Intervals
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
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Additional comments: 

Anthropology lab / Zoo project



NAME: ________________________________

“AD-LIB” (QUALITATIVE) OBSERVATION - INDIVIDUAL

Choose a primate species you have not observed so far. Supply the following information:

Common name  _______________________________________________________________________

Taxonomic information:

Scientific name ________________________________________________________________________

Suborder _______________________________
 
Infraorder ______________________________

Superfamily_____________________________
 
Family _________________________________

Genus _________________________________ 

Species ________________________________

Ecological and behavioral information:

Geographic range ______________________________________________________________________

Sexual dimorphism in body size (present / absent) ____________________________________________


(If present, slight or significant?)


Social organization in the wild ____________________________________________________________

Number of animals in enclosure (# females, # males) __________________________________________

Presence of nails and / or claws  (be specific) ________________________________________________


(Nails or claws on all fingers and toes? Mix of nails and claws?)

Tail (absent / present) ___________________________________________________________________


(If present, long / medium / short? Prehensile?) 

Relative length of forelimbs and hindlimbs __________________________________________________ 


(fore- and hindlimbs equal in size / forelimbs longer / hindlimbs longer?) 

Habitual mode of locomotion ____________________________________________________________

Choose ONE animal in the group and supply the following information:

Sex ___________________________ 
Age (adult, juvenile, infant) _____________________________

Describe the physical appearance of your subject  (so someone else could identify it)

Provide a detailed description of the animal’s living quarters at the zoo (cage, climbing structures, trees, etc.)

Weather conditions (temperature, etc.) at the time of observation

Observe your subject for 15 minutes and write EVERYTHING it does 

Even if the animal is sitting, it may be scratching itself, observing you, etc.)


Don’t observe the animal for 5 minutes, then summarize the information; write everything your 

subject does as you observe it.
BE OBJECTIVE. Describe what the animal is doing (it is stamping its feet), not what you think it is 

Feeling (i.e. it seems to be angry)

Starting time: __________

Ending time: __________

Anthropology lab / Zoo project



NAME: _______________________

“AD-LIB” (QUALITATIVE) OBSERVATION - GROUP

Choose a primate species you have not observed so far. Supply the following information:

Common name ________________________________________________________________________

Taxonomic information:

Scientific name ________________________________________________________________________

Suborder _______________________________
 
Infraorder ______________________________

Superfamily_____________________________
 
Family _________________________________

Genus _________________________________ 

Species ________________________________

Ecological and behavioral information:

Geographic range ______________________________________________________________________

Sexual dimorphism in body size (present / absent) ____________________________________________


(If present, slight or significant?)

Social organization in the wild ____________________________________________________________

Number of animals in enclosure (# females, # males) __________________________________________

Presence of nails and / or claws  (be specific) ________________________________________________


(Nails or claws on all fingers and toes? Mix of nails and claws?)

Tail (absent / present) ___________________________________________________________________


(If present, long / medium / short? Prehensile?) 

Relative length of forelimbs and hindlimbs __________________________________________________


(fore- and hindlimbs equal in size / forelimbs longer / hindlimbs longer?) 

Habitual mode of locomotion ____________________________________________________________

Supply the following information

Number of animals in enclosure 


Adult males _________ adult females _______, juveniles ________, infants _______

Give a brief physical description of the animals 

Provide a detailed description of the animals’ living quarters at the zoo (cage, climbing structures, trees, etc.)

Weather conditions (temperature, etc.) at the time of observation

Identify each animal – use some kind of code – so the reader knows who did what

Observe group interaction for 20 minutes and write EVERYTHING the animals do . 

Even if an animal is sitting, it may be observing another, etc.)


Don’t observe the animals for several minutes, then summarize the information; write everything 

your  subjects do as you observe them

BE OBJECTIVE. Describe what the animals are doing (i.e. the older female  is grooming the adult male), not what you think they are feeling (i.e. they seem to be friendly with each other)

Starting time: ___________

Ending time: __________

