Cumulative Research Project and Oral Presentation  135 points




Topic:  Introduced Species to  California

Research Project: You will complete a research project that is a cumulative project on the subjects we have covered in 1B.  The paper should be 8-10 pages long and include a bibliography with your sources.  You need to have at least 3 sources, and 1 of those sources needs to be a paper source (magazines, books, scientific journal).  The written paper will be due  November 6, 2007.  Late papers will lose 5 points a day for being late.

Topic:  Introduced Species of CA

To decide “your species” look on the website www.dfg.ca.gov/biogeodata   or www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov  
Turn in a request for approval of species topic by September 20, and Dr. Blackie will approve the species request.

Your paper needs to include information on:

-taxonomy of the organism

- evolution of the species

-external morphology with visual (picture, drawing, sketch)

-reproductive strategy/development

-description of living environment/ecosystem/biome

-nutritional requirements and feeding behavior

-role in the food web/predator and prey relationships/competitive relationships

-special adaptions making it unique and interesting

-what native CA species does it directly/indirectly impact 

-steps being taken to deal with the introduction/invasion of the exotic species 
Oral Presentation:  You will also do an oral presentation for the class at the end of the semester.  This presentation should be 8-10 minutes long and not longer than 12 minutes.  After 12 minutes the presentation will be stopped.  The presentation can be power point or use an overhead projector and transparencies.  10 points of your individual grade will be the completion of the data sheet evaluating the entire class.  Oral presentations will be done during the last week of class.  We will have signups for times.

Grading 135 points.

Written  100 points

-8 points for each of the 10 subject areas mentioned above (80 points)

-Bibliography with at least 3 sources 
(10 points)

-Overall neatness, clarity in writing 
(10 points)

Oral presentation 


-2 pts each of the 10 subject areas (20 pts)


-overall presentation, clarity (3 pts)


-average of fellow students ratings (2 pts)

Grading fellow students oral presentation and filling in presentation grid (10 pts) 
