Course Outcomes and Assessment Plan

	Department and course number: Journalism

Journalism 55


	Contact: Burt Dragin
	Date: Dec. 21, 2007

	Course SLOs
	Assessment Methods
	Criteria for successful performance
	When will you collect this information?

	1. Write news story assignments that conform to AP newspaper style.


	Check news story assignments to determine if AP style is used correctly.
	Seventy-five percent of students should be able to demonstrate knowledge of AP style.
	Prior to spring semester 2008.

	2. Write a news story in the proper inverted pyramid format.


	Check to see if summary news leads are used with the five Ws and H.
	Ninety percent of students should be able to write a summary lead.
	Fall 08

	3. Write a headline conforming to specifications for number of lines, point size, and unit count along with a verb in the active voice.


	Check to see if headlines use correct downstyle and number of units; do they should summarize news story and have verb in active voice.
	Seventy percent of students should be able to compose a headline correctly.
	Fall 08

	4. Design a front page for a tabloid size newspaper.


	Check to see if dummy sheets have correct symbols and that elements are placed correctly with a minimum of gray space and no headlines bumping into one another.
	Seventy percent of students should be able to dummy a front page correctly.
	Fall 08

	5. Write a feature story appropriate for a daily newspaper.


	Check feature story assignments to see if they have a novelty lead and present material in an appealing manner.
	Eighty percent of students should be able to write a feature story with a novelty lead.
	Prior to spring semester 2008.

	6. Identify elements of media law: libel and slander; confidential sources; invasion of privacy; prior restraint; and pre-trial publicity.


	Give multiple choice test to be sure students can identify all of the elements of media law.
	At least 70% of students will score 70% or higher on the media law test.
	Fall 08
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