Course Outcomes and Assessment Plan

	Department and course number:

Political Science 1


	Contact:

Denise Richardson
	Date:

2/29/08

	Course SLOs
	Assessment Methods
	Criteria for successful performance
	When will you collect this information?

	1. Explain the roles of the executive, the legislature and the judiciary.  Identify the interactive 
relationships among the branches of the U.S. Government as well as the respective checks and balances.

	Essay and multiple choice exams.
	80% of students will earn satisfactory (70% or higher) scores on exam results that include factual and topic related questions and written evidence of understanding.
	Information will be acquired throughout the semester from the scheduled 4 quizzes, midterm exam, final exam, class participation and research paper necessary for successful completion of the course.

Spring 08 Assessment.

	2. Describe and evaluate the differences between the liberal and conservative ideological
patterns in the United States’ largely 2-party system.

	Essay and multiple choice exams.
	90% of students will earn satisfactory (70% or higher) scores on exam results that include factual and topic related questions and written evidence of understanding.
	Information will be acquired throughout the semester from the scheduled 4 quizzes, midterm exam, final exam, class participation and research paper necessary for successful completion of the course.

Spring 08 Assessment.

	3. Critically analyze political information and news.

	Written current events analysis, class participation in current event discussions and multiple choice exams.


	80% will participate in current event class discussions.  50% will write a well-reasoned analysis of current events.  70% of students will earn satisfactory (70% or higher) scores on exam results that include factual and topic related questions and written evidence of understanding.
	Information will be acquired throughout the semester from the scheduled 4 quizzes, midterm exam, final exam, class participation and research paper necessary for successful completion of the course.

Fall 08 Assessment.

	4. Identify the historical events and political compromises that facilitated the creation of the 
U.S. Constitution and federal government.

	Essay and multiple choice exams.
	70% of students will earn satisfactory (70% or higher) scores on exam results that include factual and topic related questions and written evidence of understanding.
	Information will be acquired throughout the semester from the scheduled 4 quizzes, midterm exam, final exam, class participation and research paper necessary for successful completion of the course.

Fall 08 Assessment.

	5. Describe and evaluate the function of interest groups and political parties.

	Essay and multiple choice exams.
	75% of students will earn satisfactory (70% or higher) scores on exam results that include factual and topic related questions and written evidence of understanding.
	Information will be acquired throughout the semester from the scheduled 4 quizzes, midterm exam, final exam, class participation and research paper necessary for successful completion of the course.

Spring 09 Assessment.

	6. Explain and analyze the historic legal basis of discrimination against diverse groups in the U.S.

	Essays, multiple choice exams and class and class participation. (70% will participate in discussions)
	70% of students will earn satisfactory (70% or higher) scores on exam results that include factual and topic related questions and written evidence of understanding.
	Information will be acquired throughout the semester from the scheduled 4 quizzes, midterm exam, final exam, class participation and research paper necessary for successful completion of the course.

Spring 09 Assessment.

	7. Describe the basic protections of the Due Process system and evaluate its judicial effectiveness today.
	Essays, multiple choice exams and class participation. (50% will participate in discussions)
	70% of students will earn satisfactory (70% or higher) scores on exam results that include factual and topic related questions and written evidence of understanding.
	Information will be acquired throughout the semester from the scheduled 4 quizzes, midterm exam, final exam, class participation and research paper necessary for successful completion of the course.

Fall 09 Assessment.
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