Learning Assessment Committee
Friday, October 14, 2011

1:00-2:30pm, F170C

Members Present: Vina Cera, Cheli Fossum, Evelyn Lord, Ann McMurdo, David Mitchell, Tina Vasconcellos, Karolyn van Putten, Kathy Williamson

1) Midterm Report:

The co-chair superseded the agenda with a discussion of the upcoming Midterm accreditation report due to the ACCJC in March of 2012. The first draft is due at the end of this month.

As a result of the recommendations coming out of the self study, a planning agenda was generated and we must address these standards for the report. We determined that the areas most pertinent to our committee were:

 IIA, IIA.1.c, IIA.2.a, IIA.2.b, IIA.2.f, IIA.2.i, IIA.3, IIB, IIB.1, IIB.4, IIB.2.b, IIB.4





Probable writers: Tina Vasconcellos, Karolyn van Putten

2) Minutes: 

Approved from 9/9, 9/23

3) Assessment Week Preparations:
- Eight departments have signed up to date - majority are CTE, except for PolySci

- Business has not responded

- Assessment levels across the college are mixed

- this semester we're focusing on having all the SLOs in place, along with their assessment plans

- we'll also be catching up on entering and submitting data already gathered

- it was decided that it was most important to have entry/exit level courses in place

-things we need to alert participants to bring & think about beforehand:

  their TS passwords

  course outlines

  SLOs, PLOs

  assessment data

  action plans

  flash drive with any pertinent docs like rubrics, assignments, exam questions

  consult with other faculty not participating 

- things we will supply:

  hard copies of step-by-step TS entry,

 Bloom's Taxonomy

 list of original passwords

- Ann McMurdo will get hardcopy of TS how-to's to Karolyn for reproduction 

- We will focus on the ACCJC rubric, "Assessing Student Learning - A Brief Guide" - during the 2nd Assessment Week

- Wed. will have the most respondents

Wed. trainers:


Cheli: 2-5pm - will work with GrArts


Ann: 2-5 - will work with PHOTO


Karolyn, Amy: 2-5 - will work with Media 

Thurs. trainers:


Rebecca, Karolyn, David Mitchell (later in the afternoon)

Fri. trainers:


Cheli, Anne, Karolyn, Vina

- Decoding: 

Need to make clear the distinction between objectives & outcomes

Key distinction for an outcome is what we expect students to come away with, an overarching achievement

Some discussion points:

- historically, SLOs were not included in course outlines, so have evolved as an addendum

  sometimes objectives and SLOs can be similar - depends on discipline 

Tina will send out reminders of schedules to trainers

We still have to determine the Wed. venue

4) Development of Plan for use of $10K from VCES for P/T faculty stipend, etc:

- funds shall be used for P/Ters and not F/Ters

- it was generally thought that we should start from scratch for $ use, since there's no clear record from the past

- no funds were to be given unless data was submitted to TS

- various amounts were discussed, but we did not have time to come to a final conclusion

- Since we'll be missing one of our Student Services representatives for the next couple of weeks at least,Tina will check with Mildred to get a substitute if she also cannot make the next meeting.

- Five committee members spent the next 2 hours reviewing TS entries.
Minutes taken by Vina Cera
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