Laney College, English 1A, Spring 2014, Weidenbach


Formal Essay 1 

For Monday, Feb. 24th: A typed draft (print copy) of the first formal essay is due:
Use the three quotations from Howard Zinn's A People’s History of the United States that you selected for Feb. 19th to build the 'body' paragraphs of an essay in which you join the conversation about the historical foundation of the United States of America. 
* The essay should be at least four paragraphs, typed, 11-12pt. font, 1.5- or double-spaced. There is no page-count, but it will likely take two or three pages to say what needs to be said. 

*If possible, please bring two or three copies of your draft. You can print in the Writing Center, B-260. And you can make copies for ten cents-per-page in the college library.

Suggestions / Recipe for Success: 

1) Start by building ‘body’ paragraphs around the quotable moments you chose for the Feb. 19th homework assignment, or feel free to revise your selections and build around your 'new' choices. 

2) Consider how those three paragraphs 'add up', and try to formulate a thesis statement -- your 'take-away' or main idea after reading Zinn -- that governs the essay.

3) If you use your thesis statement in a classic introductory paragraph, then consider a concluding paragraph that brings your ideas to bear on our current times: What does Zinn's history tell you about life in 2014? 

4) If you'd rather present your thesis in a concluding paragraph, then consider writing an intro paragraph that will 'hook' a reader, or whet a reader's appetite for reading subsequent paragraphs.  

5) Since we are a unique class with a partial emphasis on and sports culture, you may want to relate Zinn's history to the world of sports.

6) Be sure to name Zinn appropriately, as well as the book title and/or chapter title. It's a writer's job to be clear about the texts s/he refers to.

7) Remember that all of our class' shared texts, lectures and discussions are relevant to this assignment. Feel free to work those ideas into your essay. If you mention any other texts, be sure to mention the authors and any titles appropriately. 

8) When in doubt, do what feels right. We will have time to deal with specific concerns during a review of the drafts on Monday the 24th.

