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ARGUMENT ARCHITECTURE

Paragraph “label”
        
Purpose


(Build argument in this column)
	MIGHTY THESIS
PARAGRAPH


	Acknowledge or describe the controversy; state your stance or interpretation; and introduce the reasons for your stance.
“Although… (assertion)… because…”
	

	WHY YOUR POINT IS NOT OBVIOUS

	Show that you know there is controversy—this explains why you’re writing and conveys a spirit of truth-seeking.
	

	WHAT ARE WE TALKING ABOUT?
	Give definitions of words or phrases that must be understood as part of this discussion.

	

	HIT THEM WITH YOUR BEST SHOT!

	Explain the most compelling reason for your stance.

	

	…AND ANOTHER THING…

AND ANOTHER…
	Explain some more reasons, 

cite evidence, 

quote authorities, 

and give examples.
Use as many paragraphs as needed, using a new one each time you change your focus.

	

	WHAT AN OPEN MIND I HAVE!

	Give consideration to an alternative argument, and recognize the merits of that argument…


	

	SYNTHESIZE
OR TROUNCE

	…then overwhelm those sensible ideas with your sensible reply!  --or find a way to bring the seemingly competing ideas together (synthesis).

	

	THESIS 

RE-ENFORCED


	In a concluding paragraph, reinforce your thesis in terms of a logical conclusion and/or make an action or attitude recommendation to your reader.

	


