Laney College / Funky Punctuation / Weidenbach     
    We need these signs to correctly capture the power of our speaking minds.

A HYPHEN is used to combine words into compound words, such as self-employed, in-laws, 
half-baked, and twenty-five-year-old. 
Hyphens make compound-word adjectives before nouns:
· Spike Lee is a well-known filmmaker.

· Herman Melville was a nineteenth-century author.
If the two words come after the noun, or complete a preposition, they are not hyphenated:
· As a high-impact filmmaker, Spike Lee is well known. 

· Herman Melville wrote in the nineteenth century.
A DASH is used to interrupt the flow of a sentence and/or add emphasis to the part of the sentence it separates.  Dashes give writers the flexibility to write and punctuate sentences in a way similar to the way we might tell part of a story verbally.  Dashes should be used sparingly, as they are a somewhat informal punctuation mark, and by definition they interrupt the flow of sentences.  Examples:
· The sullen Ahab—he had lost his momentary mirthful mood—walked the deck with a deep scowl etched upon his face.

· “But I—” Laura began to reply, and then fell silent. 

(Logistics:  A typed dash is made up of two hyphens. Many word-processing programs automatically convert the two hyphens ( -- ) into one dash ( — ). If you experiment with your word-processing program, you will soon figure out how your program works. Whether the two hyphens appear separately or as one solid dash, either form of the mark is a correct dash, and functions as such.)
PARENTHESES enclose brief explanations or clarifications, and deemphasize the words they separate.  They are also used for some types of in-text citations. Use them sparingly. If the language is important enough to include, then why deemphasize it? 
· The library job paid a good wage ($15.50 per hour), so I applied for it.
· The Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) supported the President’s case for war against Iraq.
· Some experts say our military is twice the size it needs to be (Douglass and McDonnel 273).
A COLON serves to present or introduce a list, a quotation, or an emphatic statement, and signals some kind of equivalence. (You may notice the way it very much resembles an equal sign.) 
· My grandpa brought us several gifts: a tambourine, a cantaloupe, and a magnifying glass.
· My mission was clear:  I had to find an inexpensive, reliable bicycle—and fast!
· The poem’s first line exudes praise for the city:  “How beautiful you are today, New York!”.


A SEMICOLON can be used to signal a strong connection between two sentences; it can also separate parts of a complicated list, especially when commas are part of one of the items in the list.  
· The boys wanted to play with Cindy’s dolls; Cindy wanted to have a mud-ball fight.
· Many Americans were excited to elect Barack Obama president; many are now disappointed at the apparent limitations on the President’s power or will to make systemic changes.

· To become a good musician, a person must first seek instruction; then practice, practice, and practice some more; and finally, learn to play in an ensemble of other musicians.
