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Thesis and Argument Essay Structural Outline 

· One way to begin an argument essay is to make a clear statement of your thesis and briefly list reasons that support it.  State your mind, clearly and briefly—Go!

	Paragraph 1:  Open the essay however you choose (a ‘hook’: a reference to existing discourse, or a question, or an arresting remark), but make your subject known, and get quickly to your Thesis Sentence: what you think, and why, stated accurately but maybe generally. 
____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Reason 1: ____________________________________________________________________

Reason 2: ____________________________________________________________________

Reason 3: ____________________________________________________________________




Format:  On this sheet, the reasons are listed separately, by number; in an actual essay, they would simply 

         follow one another as sentences in the introductory paragraph.
· Then let your ideas organize your essay; use a new paragraph to explain each of the reasons you’ve listed in your introduction:
	Paragraph 2:  expanding Reason 1 from above


	Paragraph 3:  expanding Reason 2 from above


	Paragraph 4:  expanding Reason 3 from above


	Paragraph 5:  (Conclusion = Closure and/or the ‘sum’ of thought) 

Give your essay a sense of closure.  Some possibilities:  
—finish the discussion you started; 
—re-state your thesis idea with fresh language; 
—make a recommendation for action/decision by whomever reads/hears what you write/say;

—and at least once you simply must employ a quotation-conclusion! —Quote from an ethical

    heavyweight whose eloquent statement agrees with your views, and whose ethos helps you 

    further establish yours.



        Format:  Remember to indent each new paragraph, and please use 1.5 or double-spacing (Format/ Paragraph/ 
         
        









Line Spacing)
