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THE THREE-PART THESIS STATEMENT:
A MORE COMPLEX—AND HELPFUL!—THESIS STATEMENT

A three-part thesis statement allows a writer to:
· 
respectfully recognize a controversy;

· 
make a clear, articulate claim; and 
· 
introduce reasoning that supports that claim.
It can be written in one sentence, consisting of three clauses:

· The "although" clause acknowledges that your idea is truly controversial, and that you recognize potential objections to your position.  
· The assertion clause is the heart of your thesis statement, your argumentative claim. 

· The "because" clause briefly introduces the reasons why your thesis is valid.  
EXAMPLE:  Although the cost of going to college may be high, the knowledge and experience students gain are worth the price of admission; college graduates generally earn more than non-graduates, and the interactive, specialized learning that takes place in college courses is not easily available outside of colleges.
How a Three-Part Thesis Statement Helps in Writing an Essay
· The three clauses can serve as an outline for the structure of a thorough essay.  The thesis statement is the main ingredient in an effective introductory paragraph, and each clause can serve as the main idea (or topic sentence idea) of a substantial paragraph.  
· The "because" clause is often the key to the organization of an essay:  it introduces the two or three major reasons that support the thesis.  The reasons listed need to be explained more completely and convincingly.  Each of them can be expanded upon in its own, later paragraph. 
