WHY WE FIGHT 

2005, Directed by Eugene Jarecki

(The following are notes from the film, prepared by Chris Weidenbach for English 1A classes.)

Why do we fight?

For freedom.

Because we have to, and because it's right.--William Krystol

The people who start the war know what they're fighting about.

I think we fight for ideals, and for what we believe in--I hope that's what it is.

...I think it's for power and control, for greed.

I'm not sure if we're fighting for the oil or not; the gov't has more knowledge than I do.

...A lot of people think we shouldn't be [fighting in Iraq]

I wish we didn't; sometimes you have to though.

---------------------------------------------------------------------

"Blowback":  the unintended consequences of foreign CIA operations that were deliberately kept secret...so people come up with questions like, "Why do they hate us?"  (Chalmers Johnson)

GENERAL--AND THEN PRESIDENT--DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER--His final statement as President issued a warning about "the military-industrial complex" needing to be controlled by the people's democratic governance.

The Father:  Wilton Sekzer, retired NYPD officer:  "Somebody had to pay for this (9-11)...  I want to see bodies stacked up" (in retaliation).

Joseph Cirincione:  "A million people on the streets of Tehran (Iran) in support of us (the U.S.)... Now...animosity against the United States is stronger than it's ever been in U.S. history... What happened here?  We've got to understand what went wrong here.

We live in the United States of Amnesia... Everything's a blank..." --Gore Vidal

"We mention nice words like freedom... when there's a lot more going on privately." --Charles Lewis

Chalmers Johnson : "9-11-01 gave a group of people the opportunity they'd been looking for...since 1992.  After the collapse of the Soviet Union, Paul Wolfowitz and Dick Cheney designed a plan to be the world's superpower.  They built this strategy, and on 9-11 they began to implement it."

Richard Perle:  "The people who came in with Pres. Bush were certainly prepared to shift direction in a radical (way)."

Karen Kwiatkowski:  "The War in Iraq had nothing to do with the War on Terrorism.  That was a huge manufactured leap to implement a very calculated and pre-developed foreign policy."

At the end of WWII, the U.S. bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki were intended to show the world--and especially Stalin's Soviet Union--that we were powerful enough to defeat any military enemy. --C. Johnson

The build-up or "re-armament" that followed WWII brought us into a new phase in "preparedness".

Charles Lewis--Center for Public Integrity:  “We don't want to think of ourselves as a military-based nation, but we are... [and] Today's demon was yesterday's friend."

Chalmers Johnson (ex-CIA):  "9-11-01 gave a group of people the opportunity they'd been looking for...since 1992.  After the collapse of the Soviet Union, Paul Wolfowitz and Dick Cheney designed a plan to be the world's superpower.  They built this strategy, and on 9-11 they began to implement it.... 9-11-01 provided a group of people deeply committed to the expansion of the American Empire the opportunity to implement plans they had been laying since 1992... Paul Wolfowitz, working under Dick Cheney at the Dept. of Defense, wrote a grand strategy for military dominance after the Soviet Union collapsed in 1991.”
Karen Kwiatkowski (retired from Dept. of Defense):  "The war in Iraq had nothing to do with the War on Terrorism."

John McCain:  "The Bush Doctrine meant that pre-emptive strikes need to be considered in a way they never were before."

----Richard Perle (advisor to U.S. Dept. of Defense):  "If someone is pointing a gun at you, and you have the chance to shoot him first, then you would do it.  What's the big fuss about pre-emption?"

--John McCain:  "The question is, When does U.S. military power go from a force for good to a force for imperialism?"

Cirincione: "Increasingly, lots of ideas come from outside of Congress--from Think Tanks like Project for a New American Century--unelected, and largely unknown, and not accountable to the American people.

The Office of Special Plans, created by D. Rumsfeld, 

wrote language that was to be used by Pentagon leaders to promote the case for war with Iraq.

The case for war with Iraq used old facts, stated as though they happened yesterday, and taken out-of- context.

"What's going on is a belief among people in the government that the people don't have a right to know what is going on." --Dan Rather (check this @ 1:10)

----Office of Special Plans created by Donal Rumsfeld (Secretery of Defense under George W. Bush)

----Paul Wolfowitz

--Richard Perle: "VP Cheney did not have anything to do with any contracts with Halliburton."

----William Kristol (Project for a New American Century--a 'think-tank'):  "We fight because it's necessary, and because it's right." 

"Even if people don't agree that we should police the world, most would agree that if we don't police the world, then someone else will."

WWII brought a build-up of U.S. military power to a new, enormous level.

Post-WWII, with the war won, military power was continually built up out of a fear of Russian (esp.) Communism (the "Domino Theory" said one country after ano)

John Eisenhower:  "(My dad) wished the atomic bomb had never been invented."

Dir. Frank Capra made a four-part propoganda film during WWII entitled "Why We Fight".

Eisenhower: "I don't think we should spend one more cent on defense than we have to..."

$ 1 HEAVY BOMBER AIRCRAFT = $ 30 BRICK SCHOOL BUILDINGS

$ 1 HEAVY BOMBER AIRCRAFT = $ TWO FULLY EQUIPPED HOSPITALS

Anh Duong (the bomb scientist) worked on "bunker-busters"

"I know the suffering that war brings.  I saw what the American military did to the people of Vietnam; but I separate

that from the American people."

Gwynn Dyer (military historian) 

Why do we fight?

Various people on the street:

"We fight for freedom, and this is the only way we can have it."

"Sometimes you have to."

Army and Air Force troops:  (paraphrase) We don't make decisions or give our consent--we do what we're told to do.

Ike's farewell address:  (http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/dwightdeisenhowerfarewell.html)

"...the influence is felt in every city and state..."

"We must guard against the unwarranted influence... of the military-industrial complex."

"We must never let it endanger our liberties or our democratic processes."

What makes up our Defense/military?

$401,700,000,000 -- Defense Dept. budget for 2005

(That's four hundred Billion dollars)--quoted from Def. Sec. Donald Rumsfeld

Hundreds of technicians and other workers for every one soldier with a rifle.

"When defense contractors make new equipment, our dept. of defense buys it--the way people who don't need a new car might buy one anyway because the auto makers make something cool."  (paraphrase)

Military--Defense Industry--Congress

Senators/Rep's fight for Congressional approval for new equipment because it brings JOBS to their states.

McCain:  "Too close of a relationship (between defense industry and Congress."

Things troops used to do--cooking, laundry, etc., are now done by private companies:  "military contractors" such as Halliburton, KBR (Kellogg, Brown & Root) --and now Blackwater--a private security firm.

$40,100,000,000 MILITARY BUDGET FOR 2005

MILITARY-INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX

The Recruit:  "All the bad stuff that's been going on in my life--I just think of it as stuff that's going to make basic training easier."

separation between the military and the middle- and upper-class is bigger than it was even during the draft era.  The idea is, with an all-volunteer force, "You guys are *&$%ing volunteers--screw you!  You signed up for this!"

The Father--Wilton Sekzer:  (on his experience as a door-gunner during the U.S. war in Vietnam:  "It's like you're not shooting at real human beings... they're objects.  They're dots."

Chalmers Johnson:  "Control of oil is indespensible.  When you run out of it, your army stops. "

"When war gets this profitable, you're going to see more of it."

U.S. overthrew Mosaddegh in Iran, in 1953, and installed The Shah, and then a religious revolution overthrew the Shah and Khomenii became Iran's leader. (dates?)

Iran-Iraq-Saudi Arabia and the U.S. 

Media:

"...a mixing of reporting and opinion"

"...news reporters and programmers need 'important people' to come on camera and be interviewed--implication:  reporters don't ask tough questions, and don't press for the truth. (@1:12 or so)

Largest protests in history gathered to protest the impending war with Iraq.  But, as Sen. Robert Byrd said, "There's no discussion of the pro's and con's--there's no debate."

0-for-50 with "Precision bombing missions

Iraqui doctor:  90% of victims were civilians

G. Washington warned against "standing armies"

Both houses of Congress, and both parties, gave the Pres. authorization to take military action against Iraq.

Iraqi man:  America will lose because their actions are not those of a great nation.

The vigilance Ike warned us we needed to maintain has not been happening.

(end)
