English 1B, Spring ’14, Laney College, Weidenbach


Essay One:  Constructing a Character 

Write about the ways a main character is revealed in one of the following stories: Sonny’s Blues by James Baldwin, The Displaced Person by Flannery O’Connor, or The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien.  

(All three stories are linked online, in .pdf format. O’Connor’s story is on reserve at the Laney Library under the instructor’s last name (Weidenbach) and the story title.)
Some ideas to consider:
Profile:  Who is the character, and how do you know?  

What actions, decisions, dialogue or narrative descriptions convey to you a sense of who this character is?  (Use specific examples and/or quotations.)
Does the character change in some important way(s)?  (Static/Consistent/Dynamic)
Is the character sympathetic? Do you ‘like’ or ‘root for’ him/her? When? Why?  Does this change?
What is the character’s relationship to other characters?  
Does the character do or say anything surprising or ‘break character’? 

Whom does the character remind you of?
Vital concern for this essay: 

* How does your understanding of the character inform the meaning(s) you find in the story? 
Other important guidelines:
—Please quote substantially from the story in at least three different paragraphs to illustrate three different forms of characterization.  One way to approach the assignment is to feel for and find three strong ‘moments’ of characterization as you read the story, and see what they reveal.  Showing and explaining these three elements might comprise the bulk of your essay. 
—Students may, of course, engage with other criticism, as long as those ideas are fairly attributed and properly cited.*
—A substantial draft of the essay is due Wednesday, February 26th. (Students may print their essays from email or a flash-drive at the Writing Center at the beginning of class on the 26th.)
—Suggested length:   3-4 pages
