
Frequently Asked Questions
Is Gateway a GED program? 
No. Gateway to College is a high school diploma program that 
allows students who have left high school without a diploma or who 
are behind in credits to earn college credit while completing the 
requirements for their high school diplomas.

How does the Gateway to College program work? 
Once you have been admitted, you will be enrolled in a learning 
community for one or two semesters.

When do classes begin and end?
The program follows the Laney College academic calendar. Fall term 
is August through December, spring term is January through May, 
and summer term is June through July. Both fall and spring terms are 
approximately 17 weeks and summer term is 6 weeks.

How long would it take me to earn my high school diploma?
Generally, students require at least two semesters in the Gateway 
program to complete the requirements for their high school diplo-
mas. However, length of time in the program is determined by the 
number of high school credits a student has already earned prior to 
enrollment.

How long can I remain in Gateway to College?
Gateway to College students graduate from the program once they 
complete the requirements for their high school diplomas including 
passing the CA High School Exit Exams 
(CAHSEE). Students age out of the 
program the semester they turn 21 years 
old.

What is the cost of the program? 
Gateway to College is a 
scholarship program, which pays 
for college tuition, books and 
school supplies.

  “Gateway to College gave me the second chance
I needed to get back on a positive path in life.”
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Our Mission
Gateway to College (GtC) at Laney College  is a scholarship program 
that provides academically and economically disenfranchised 
Alameda County residents 16 to 20 years old with an opportunity to 
experience success in an academically rigorous, supportive and safe 
environment as they pursue their high school diplomas and transition 
into a college.

About the Program
Gateway to College promotes students’ academic success and college 
readiness by:
•	 Grouping	students	into	small	cohorts	for	their	first	term	of	

enrollment,
•	 Providing individualized academic support,
•	 Preparing students to successfully navigate the college 

environment and complete college-level coursework, and
•	 Offering dual (high school and college) credit.

After successfully completing the initial Foundation term, students 
will transition to taking classes with the general Laney student 
population.  Students will focus their studies in a “pathway” or major 
that is aligned with high school completion requirements and college 
degree	or	certificate	requirements.	To	ensure	students’	success,	one-

on-one support is provided by dedicated GtC 
counselors. Most GtC classes are college 
classes and the program is fully integrated 

with Laney College.

How do I apply for the program?
Potential students must apply and be selected to become part of the 
Gateway to College community. The selection process is competitive 
and involves: 

Important dates and forms can
be found on the GtC website at

www.laney.edu/wp/gateway

Eligibility
Gateway to College is targeted to students 16 to 20 years old who 
have left high school without a diploma OR who are behind in high 
school credits for age or grade level.

To qualify for the GtC scholarship, students must live within Alameda 
County and have an eighth grade reading level. 

Expectations
Gateway scholars are expected to:
•	 Attend all scheduled course sessions on time and prepared,
•	 Complete all in-class and homework assignments,
•	 Dedicate 3-4 hours a day to complete assigned homework,
•	 Participate in Academic Success Fridays,
•	 Adhere to all Gateway to College, Laney College, and Oakland 

Unified	School	District	policies	and	procedures,
•	 Be ready and willing to work hard!

STEP 1
STEP 2
STEP 3
STEP 4 Scheduling an interview

Attending an information session

Submitting an application including essays

Completing math and English evaluations

START COLLEGE NOW!


