GEOGRAPHY  1 Online
Introduction to Physical Geography

Laney College

Class FB page: https://www.facebook.com/Dr-Gregs-Green-Challenge-610441755775106/
Instructor: Dr. Gregory J. Schwartz





    Instructor E-mails:
Office: A 275



  

 
    gregoryschwartz390@gmail.com       







                   gschwartz@peralta.edu
Required Texts:

Christopherson, Robert. (2012) Geosystems: An Introduction to Physical    
Geography, Prentice Hall, 8th Ed. New Jersey. (on reserve at Laney library. If you purchase, 7th, 8th  & 9th Editions are O.K., and purchasing online is much cheaper)

Schwartz, Gregory J. (2017), 5 Ways to Save the Planet (in your spare time). E-Book ($5.99) or paperback ($9.99) available on Amazon at (Only buy the 2017 edition. It is updated and also much cheaper). https://www.amazon.com/Ways-Save-Planet-your-spare/dp/1545093873/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1516210811&sr=1-1&keywords=5+ways+to+save+the+planet+in+your+spare+time
Course Objective: 

In this class, we will study our planet. We focus on how the Earth affects us – hurricanes, earthquakes, beautiful sunsets – and how we affect the Earth – burning fossil fuels, cutting down forests, or protecting our soil by farming organically. In more scientific terms, we will investigate the fundamental terrestrial and climatic processes of the Earth such the dynamic cryosphere, plate tectonics, soil science, meteorology, the atmosphere, climate change, the hydrosphere, etc.

We will examine the Earth as a living, whole organism, and how its processes affect human kind. Yet we will also touch upon the social processes which are having the most notable effect on both the Earth and the environment. Topics such as renewable energy, sustainable agriculture, and resource stewardship will be critical in previewing solutions to some of the Earth’s current environmental woes. .
Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs) for Geography 1:
1. Explain how hydrologic and atmospheric processes as well as earth-sun relationships are

interconnected between individuals, social forces, and environmental factors that

change the climate.

2. Demonstrate knowledge of the conditions that cause floods, tornados, earthquakes, 


landslides, volcanoes, and coastal erosion, and explain their impact on humans.
3. Analyze the impact of humans on the natural environment and research such local 

environmental issues as waste management, air pollution, water pollution, and


environmental planning.

4. Critically analyze their own individual experiences within the context of historical, cultural, 


and environmental phenomena.
Late work:
Any assignment can be turned in late, but points will be deducted proportional to its lateness. Nothing can be turned in after the class has ended. 
Grading and Points:
Assignments are graded based on effort, thoroughness, and accuracy, in that order.  The core of the content in assignment responses must be based on the resources provided such as readings, powerpoint lectures/slides, and/or videos within each unit. Outside internet research can be done IN ADDITION to this, but not as a replacement for it. 
There will be three exams, each worth around 45 points. Exams can be retaken as many times as you wish and only your highest score will be recorded. They are all open until the last day of class.
Graded on standard scale: 
90-100%  A





80-89%    B





70-79%    C





60-69%    D





0-59%      F

Weekly Detailed Assignment Schedule can be found on the class Canvas homepage 
