GEOGRAPHY  3
World Regional Geography
Spring 2015
Class Website:

https://sites.google.com/site/professorschwartz1/Home/world-geography
Instructor: Greg Schwartz
 


        Instructor e-mail:
Office hours: 
             

gregoryschwartz390@gmail.com
Texts:
Rowntree, Lewis, Price, and Wyckoff, 2009. Globalization and Diversity: 
Geography of a Changing World. 2nd Ed. Pearson Prentice Hall. Upper Saddle River, NJ. (2nd, 3rd editions are acceptable)
Schwartz, Gregory J., 2011, 5 Ways to Save the Planet (in your spare time). 
Taro Patch Press, San Clemente, CA. (Don’t Buy 2009 edition)
Course Description:


Simply, we will read about, talk about, and write about what’s going on in the world today, and where it’s going on. Lectures and text readings will focus on the regions of Latin America, East Asia, Subsaharan Africa, Southeast Asia, and Europe. In those regions we will cover the rudiments of population, physical geography, distinguishing cultural elements, and social conflicts and solutions. 

Some lectures, readings and videos will also deal with systemic or “big picture” concepts such as examining the globe’s major problems today and proposing realistic solutions to those problems.  Topics will include global warming, war for energy, the causes of our soaring global population, the 1st world/3rd world wealth gradient, and the trafficking in drugs, people, and arms. Solutions discussed will include renewable energy, global sustainable agriculture, and proactive husbandry of our resources. Also, one short essay will be assigned which will be four pages in length. 
Essay: 


Students will summarize any four chapters in 5 Ways to Save the Planet (in your spare time). Each of the four chapter summaries will be ½ page in length, for a total of two pages. The summaries should convey the overall message of the chapter while also including some critical dates, names, and stats.  It is a challenge to do all of that in ½ page, so take your time and be thorough.  The third and fourth pages of the essay will include your overall review/assessment of the book. Whether you praise or critique the book, you will be graded on how well you support your point. It may help to google and peruse a few other book reviews before you start.  

Student Learning Outcomes:

        This course satisfies a “social science” 3-unit GE requirement. Students will gain an enhanced understanding of the behavior of humans as we relate to each other and to our environment. The students will also cultivate an appreciation of the nature of human thought and of the human experience, as well as the ability to interpret these integral aspects of social scientific study. 
Grading:
The midterm and final will be multiple choice and will be based on lectures and on the class texts (Rowntree and Schwartz). The number of points per assignment are as follows:

Midterm (multiple choice: 60%lec,40%book)

  50 points

Final
(multiple choice: 60% lec,40%book)


  80 points

Book Review






  60 points
Map Tests 







100 points

In class assignments (approx.total)


            40 points

Extra Credit
!!






  10 points

Extra Credit: Volunteer four hours of service to your favorite organization or charity. Take a photo while you’re there, and ask a supervisor to write a quick, signed note stating how many hours you were present. Then, write a one-page typed summary of your experience and what it meant to you.  There is also an alternative 5-page written extra credit assignment on the class website (top of syllabus).

Late work and make-ups:


Midterm make-up will be taken on the day that you return to class. It will include a 2-page take home essay (topic to be determined) which will be turned in on the day following your make-up exam.

  
4-page book review: Points will be deducted from your paper for each class meeting that it is late.  The later your paper, the more points deducted. 
Any work that is several weeks late can be turned in up to the day of final exam for 50% credit. 

Final Exam: NO MAKE UP
WEEKLY SCHEDULE:

Jan 21
Introduction
Jan 26,28
Size of Earth & Galaxy. Also Seasons, Solstices & Equinoxes  

5 Ways to Save the Planet lecture


Begin reading 5 Ways To Save the Planet (Schwartz)
Feb 2,4
East Asia & travel slides


Read Ch. 11 in Rowntree

Feb 9,11
Demographic Transition lecture +


in-class worksheets (world watch stats) 
Read Ch. 1 in Rowntree and “Our Exploding Population” in Schwartz
Feb 16,18
NO CLASS Feb. 16

Feb 18 Map Tests & “Powaqqatsi” movie clip
Feb 23,25
Global Agriculture lecture



 (w/ farm pics from field trips and travel slides)


Read “Organic Agriculture” Ch. in Schwartz
Mar 2,4
Latin America Lecture


“Trapped in a cave” group exercise



Read Ch. 4 in Rowntree
Mar 9,11  
Costa Rica lecture & slides


Read Schwartz journal article (Geographical Review)

Mar 16,18
MIDTERM March 16   - bring a scantron!!


Movie Clip – “An Inconvenient Truth”
Mar 23,25
March 25 Book Reviews Due


Class Discussion: Energy issues



Renewable Energy lecture



“Solar Energy” Ch. in Schwartz

Mar30-
SPRING BREAK

Apr 5

Apr 6,8
Subsaharan Africa lecture & “The Gods Must be Crazy” clip


Ch. 6 in Rowntree
Apr 13,15 
Living More Efficiently
“Make Your Household Efficient” Ch. in Schwartz & Eco-Living Self-Assessment
Apr 20,22
North America Lecture & “The End of Suburbia” film

North America Chapter in Rowntree

Apr 27,29
Europe lecture (& video about oil)


Ch. 8 in Rowntree
May 4,6
Southeast Asia lecture & 7 Kinds of Smart Exercise
         

Ch. 13 in Rowntree
May 11,13 
Final Exam Review 


In class written review work for credit
FINAL EXAMS:  
May 18-22 in our regular meeting room



In our regular classroom  (bring a scantron)



     Welcome to the class !


   
