GEOGRAPHY  1
Introduction to Physical Geography
Laney College Fall 2015
Class Website: https://sites.google.com/site/professorschwartz1/Home/physical-geography
Instructor: Gregory J. Schwartz



                 Instructor E-mail:

Office hours: Mon/Wed 12pm- 1pm              gregoryschwartz390@gmail.com       


  Room: A275            
Required Texts:

Christopherson, Robert. (2012) Geosystems: An Introduction to Physical    
Geography, Prentice Hall, 8th Ed. New Jersey. (7th & 8th Editions are O.K., online is much cheaper)

Schwartz, Gregory J. (2011), 5 Ways to Save the Planet (in your spare time). Taro 
Patch Press.  San Clemente, 2011. (on reserve in library or for purchase at 
          Laney Bookstore, cheaper than online). 
Course Objective: 


In this class, we will study our planet. We focus on how the Earth affects us – hurricanes, earthquakes, beautiful sunsets – and how we affect the Earth – burning fossil fuels, cutting down forests, or protecting our soil by farming organically. 


We will examine the fundamental terrestrial and climatic processes of the Earth as a living, whole organism, and how these processes affect human kind. Conversely, we will look at the social processes which are having the most notable effect on both the Earth and the environment. Topics such as renewable energy, sustainable agriculture, and resource stewardship will be critical in previewing solutions to some of the Earth’s current environmental woes. 


There will be a midterm and a final. Both consist of multiple choice and short answer questions. There will also be a map test on which you will identify physical geographical features in four world regions: South America, Europe, Africa, and Southeast Asia.

Student Learning Outcomes:

This course satisfies a “natural science” 3-unit GE requirement. Students will gain an enhanced understanding of the fundamental terrestrial and climatic processes on Earth, including the nature & distribution of features such as vegetation, landforms, water, and soils.  Spatial location of these features through map reading skills is essential. Students will identify how the Earth’s processes intimately affect human beings, and vice versa. Finally, students will understand how knowledge of this human-environment dynamic is invaluable given that symbiosis in coming decades is increasingly critical in the context of global warming.
Grading:

The midterm and final will be multiple choice and will be based 80% on lectures and 20% on the sections in the class texts (Christopherson and Schwartz) which coincide with topics in lectures. The number of points per assignment are:

Midterm (multiple choice)




  
  50 points

Final
(multiple choice)





  70 points

Map Quizzes (5)          





  50 points

Two-page movie review essay




  30 points

Attendance & in-class discussions (approx. total)
              
  60 points

Extra Credit







  10 points

Extra Credit: 

 Volunteer four hours of service to any environmentally-focused organization or charity (www.labelgmos.org, an organic farm, community clean-up, etc). Take a photo while you’re there, and ask a supervisor to write a quick, signed note stating how many hours you were present. Then, write a one-page typed summary of your experience and what it meant to you.  There is also an alternative written extra credit assignment on the class website (top of syllabus).
Late work and make-ups:

Midterm make-up will be taken on the day that you return to class. It will include a 2-page take home essay (topic to be determined) which will be turned in on the day following your make-up exam.  NO MAKE UP for final exam. Any and all late work must be turned in by the end of the last class period, which is the final exam. 
WEEKLY SCHEDULE:

Aug 25,27
Introductions, Size of Earth/galaxy/universe, class discussion, slides


Read first 4 pages of Ch. 2 in Christoph.
Sep 1,3
Seasons & Solstices, Latitude and Longitude
Read Ch1. Beginning with “A Spherical Planet” section & remainder of Ch. 2 (from previous week) in Christoph. 
Sep 8,10
Map Quiz screenshot printouts due Sept 8 for “World: 25 Largest Cities,” “Large Countries,” “World: Latitudes & Longitudes,” map quizzes on online.seterra.net.  When you achieve 100% accuracy on each test, take screenshot of results and email them ALL IN ONE EMAIL to: gschwartz@peralta.edu
PLUS

Intro to the Atmosphere and Climate Change
Read Ch. 3 & last page of Ch. 5 in Christoph. and “Damsel in Distress” in Schwartz
Sep 15,17
“An Inconvenient Truth” film
Sep 22,24
Wind & Weather


Slides
Read Ch. 6 in Christoph. 
Se 29,Oc 1
Global Agriculture
See org. farm slides



Read “Organic Agriculture” Ch. in Schwartz, 
Oct 6,8

Soil 


“7 Kinds of Smart” self-assessment
Read first 4 pages of Ch. 9 & first 9 pages of Ch. 18 in Christoph.
Oct 13,15
MIDTERM  October 13, and “Food, Inc.” video clip
Oct 20,22 
500-word paper due about “Food, Inc.” film due Oct 20. Summarize the main 


points/events in the film and relate them to themes discussed in class



PLUS

Living More Efficiently (food, water, trash)

In-class Eco-Living Self-Assessment. “food scraps to fine wine” vid

Read “Living More Efficiently” in Schwartz
Oct 27,29
California Drought


Political Ecology of Drought Student Survey
Nov 3,5    
Fronts & Storms


Group Hiking in a Cave exercise


Read Ch. 8 in Christoph. 
     
Map Quiz results due Nov 3 for “World: Oceans, Seas, and Lakes” and “World: Rivers” map quizzes on www.online.seterra.net.  When you achieve 100% accuracy on each test, take screenshot of results and attach them ALL IN ONE EMAIL to: gschwartz@peralta.edu
Nov 10,12
Fossil fuels vs. Renewable Energy


Slides


Read “The Miracle of Solar Power” and “Addicted to Dirty Fuels, 



By Design” in Schwartz 
Nov 17,19
Plate Tectonics and the Rock Cycle
Read Ch. 11 in Christoph.  (SLO organic agric. VS conventional agric bullet points in-class assessment)

Nov 24   
Nature’s Complexity


Read Ch. 19 in Christoph.


“Earth” series video clips

Dec 1,3
The Cryosphere


Read Ch. 17 in Christoph. 
Dec 8,10
In-class written Final Exam review for credit
FINAL EXAM:  
Dec 13-17,   in our regular classroom.
