GEOGRAPHY  2
Introduction to Cultural Geography
Laney College Spring 2015
Class Website: https://sites.google.com/site/professorschwartz1/Home/cultural-geography
Instructor: Gregory J. Schwartz



                 Instructor E-mail:

Office hours: 



          gregoryschwartz390@gmail.com   
Required Texts:

Schwartz, Gregory J. (2011), 5 Ways to Save the Planet (in your spare time). Taro 
Patch Press.  San Clemente, 2011. (on reserve in library or for purchase at 
          Laney Bookstore, cheaper than online).
On Reserve in Library:

Rubenstein, James M. (2014), The Cultural Landscape: An Introduction to Human 

Geography, 11th Ed. Pearson, New Jersey.
Course Objective: 


  In this class we will study how human culture is expressed and where it is distributed around the globe. Topics such as energy, food, waste, economics, religion, drugs, gender, and popular vs. traditional culture, among others, will be covered. Particular emphasis will be given to environmental sustainability, as climate change, land cover change, and resource consumption patterns together have generated an environmental crisis on planet earth. The solutions to this crisis are not only scientific, but also deeply cultural in that they involve shifts in traditions, beliefs, and lifeways.  Relatedly, a tension will also be presented between the globalization of culture, meaning both the global spread and increasing homogenization of culture, and the push to maintain pockets of traditional and folk cultures around the globe. 
Grading:
The midterm and final will be multiple choice and will be based on lectures and on the sections in the class texts (Rubenstein and Schwartz) which coincide with topics in lectures. The number of points per assignment are as follows:

Midterm (multiple choice)




  50 points

Final
(multiple choice)





100 points

Map Test 







  60 points
In class assignments (approx.total)


            50 points
5-page Essay






  50 points

Extra Credit
!!






  10 points

Extra Credit: 

 Volunteer four hours of service to your favorite organization or charity. Take a photo while you’re there, and ask a supervisor to write a quick, signed note stating how many hours you were present. Then, write a one-page typed summary of your experience and what it meant to you.  There is also an alternative written extra credit assignment on the class website (top of syllabus).
Late work and make-ups:

Midterm make-up will be taken on the day that you return to class. It will include a 2-page take home essay (topic to be determined) which will be turned in on the day following your make-up exam.  NO MAKE UP for final exam. Any and all late work must be turned in by the end of the last class period, which is the final exam. 
WEEKLY SCHEDULE:

Jan 20,22
Introductions, Size of Earth/galaxy/universe, class discussion, slides
Jan 27,29
5 Ways to Save the Planet


Read first two chapters of Schwartz



Powaqqatsi film clips

Feb 3,5
Evolution of Global Economy 


Travel slides

Feb 10,12
Map tests  Feb. 10 


Bring a scantron and pencil


“Food, Inc.” film
Feb 17,19
Food & Agriculture


Read “Eat Organic” in Schwartz



7 Kinds of Smart self-assessment

Feb 24,26
Sugar: A Historical Perspective


Travel slides

Mar 3,5
Energy 


Read “Convert to Solar” and “Dependence on Oil” in Schwartz



In-class Eco-living self-assessment
Mar 10,12
Living Efficiently (food, energy, water usage)


Read “Make Your Household Efficient” in Schwartz

Mar 17,19
Midterm March 17 
“An Inconvenient Truth” video
Mar 24,26    Finish film & Climate Change lecture


Read “Damsel in Distress” in Schwartz
M31,Ap2     SPRING BREAK

Apr 7,9
Demographic Transition


Migration



Read “Our Exploding Population” in Schwartz

Apr 14,16
Essays Due Apr. 14
Folk & Pop Culture

The Gods Must Be Crazy film clip
Apr. 21,23   Religion & Nature



Payment for Ecosystem Services



Read Schwartz article (on class website)



Costa Rica slides

Apr 28,30    Women & Gender


Read “Uplifting Women” in Schwartz



Class discussion

May 5,7
The Drug War


Read “The So-Called Drug War” by Schwartz

May 12,14
In-class written Final Exam review for credit
FINAL EXAM:  
May 18-22,   in our regular classroom.
