
Peralta Community College District

Annual Program Update Template 2010-2011
Each discipline will complete this form to update program reviews developed in 2009-2010. These 
will be reviewed at the college level and then forwarded to the district-wide planning and budgeting 
process. The information on this form is required for all resource requests – including faculty staffing 
requests – for the 2011-12 budget year. 

 
I. Overview    

Date Submitted: 10/13/2010 Dean: Linda Sanford
BI Download: 10/06/2010 Dept. Chair: Tim Rose, Denise Richardson 
Discipline: PHIL   
Campus: Laney   
Mission The primary goals and 

objectives of the Humanities-
Philosophy department are to 
familiarize students with the 
study of fundamental questions 
that arise from different areas 
of human experience through 
an integrated approach. The 
lower division prerequisites 
for transfer to a four-year 
Humanities and/or Philosophy 
major are offered. 
 

The program offers an AA 
Degree in Humanities, but not in 
Philosophy. 

  

 
II. Student Data    

A. Enrollment Fall 2008 Fall 2009 Fall 2010
Census Enrollment (duplicated) 231.0 326.0 217.0
Sections (master sections) 6.0 5.0 4.0
Total FTES 23.74 34.21 21.7
Total FTEF 1.2 1.0 0.8
FTES/FTEF 19.78 34.21 27.13

B. Retention    
Enrolled 221.0 310.0 N/A
Retained 192.0 267.0 N/A
% Retained 0.0 0.0 N/A

C. Success    
Total Graded 221.0 310.0 N/A
Success 149.0 188.0 N/A
% Success 0.0 0.0 N/A
Withdraw 29.0 43.0 N/A
% Withdraw 0.0 0.0 N/A
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III. Faculty Data  
 Fall 2010
Contract FTEF 0.4
Hourly FTEF 0.2
Extra Service FTEF 0.2
Total FTEF 0.8
% Contract/Total 0.5

 
 

IV. Faculty Data Comparables F2010     
 Alameda Berkeley Laney Merritt

Contract FTEF 0.0 0.0 0.4 0.0
Hourly FTEF 0.8 1.0 0.2 0.2
Extra Service FTEF 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.0
Total FTEF 0.8 1.0 0.8 0.2
% Contract/Total 0.0 0.0 0.5 0.0

 
 

V. Qualitative Assessments  
CTE and Vocational:  Community and labor market 
relevance.  Present evidence of community need based 
on Advisory Committee input, industry need data, 
McIntyre Environmental Scan, McKinsey Economic 
Report, licensure and job placement rates, etc. 

Currently, the department has no connection to 
the industry, with the exception of a handful of 
students who every semester are required to enroll 
in Humanities 30A (Human Values- Ethics). Since 
this course offers variety of perspectives regarding 
contemporary dilemmas in the political, social 
and the environmental spheres, some employers 
require their employees to enroll in such classes 
in order to attain a greater awareness pertaining 
to their field of expertise. Since humanities and 
philosophy courses fulfill certain categories of 
the general education that every student must 
complete, in particular, Philosophy 10 (Logic), 
it is hoped that after completing a course in the 
humanities and philosophy program, students 
leave with a better understanding of themselves 
and the world in which they live. 
       

Transfer and Basic Skills:  Describe how your course 
offerings address transfer, basic skills, and program 
completion. 

Meets the Association in Arts and General 
Education 
Transfer requirements in Humanities.

Acceptable for credit: CSU, UC. 
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VI. Strategic Planning Goals  
Check all that apply.
 
Advance Student Access, Success & Equity
Engage our Communities & Partners
Build Programs of Distinction
Create a Culture of Innovation & Collaboration
Develop Resources to Advance & Sustain Mission

Describe how goal applies to your program.
 
 The primary goals and objectives of the 
Humanities-Philosophy department are to 
familiarize students with the study of fundamental 
questions that arise from different areas of human 
experience through an integrated approach. The 
program’s main objective is to expose students 
to the disciplines of Humanities and Philosophy 
within the modes of reflection and expression. 
The former encompasses philosophy, religion, 
and history; and, the latter encompasses the 
visual arts, which include painting, sculpture, 
architecture, photography and film; the performing 
arts, which include music, theater and dance; and 
the literary arts, which include poetry and prose. 
 
      In short, the objective of the Humanities-
Philosophy program is to give the students a 
sense of wholeness to human experience and 
provide opportunities for self-development and 
a better understanding of themselves and the 
world in which they live. Also, the lower division 
prerequisites for a four-year Humanities and 
Philosophy majors are offered. 
 
 
 
 
      
      
      

 
 

VII. College Strategic Plan Relevance
Check all that apply
  
New program under development
Program that is integral to your college’s overall strategy
Program that is essential for transfer
Program that serves a community niche
 Programs where student enrollment or success has been demonstrably affected by extraordinary external 

factors, such as barriers due to housing, employment, childcare etc.
Other    

 
 
 

VIII. Action Plan
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Please describe your plan for responding to the above data. Consider curriculum, pedagogy/instructional, 
scheduling, and marketing strategies. Also, please reference any cross district collaboration with the same 
discipline at other Peralta colleges. 
Include overall plans/goals and specific action steps.

● The primary goals and objectives of the Humanities-Philosophy department are to familiarize students 
with the study of fundamental questions that arise from different areas of human experience through an 
integrated approach. The program’s main objective is to expose students to the disciplines of Humanities 
and Philosophy within the modes of reflection and expression. The former encompasses philosophy, 
religion, and history; and, the latter encompasses the visual arts, which include painting, sculpture, 
architecture, photography and film; the performing arts, which include music, theater and dance; and the 
literary arts, which include poetry and prose. 

● In short, the objective of the Humanities-Philosophy program is to give the students a sense of wholeness 
to human experience and provide opportunities for self-development and a better understanding of 
themselves and the world in which they live. Also, the lower division prerequisites for a four-year 
Humanities and Philosophy majors are offered. 

● Currently, the Laney Philosophy-Humanities curriculum includes: Philosophy 1 (Introduction to Philosophy), 
Philosophy 2 (Social and Political Philosophy), Philosophy 10 (Logic), Philosophy 20 A-B (History of 
Philosophy), Philosophy 37 (Asian Philosophy), Humanities 6 (Introduction to New Testament), Humanities 
7 (Introduction to Old Testament), Humanities 30 A (Human Values/Ethics), Humanities 30 B (Human 
Values/Aesthetics), Humanities 31 A-B (Arts and Ideas of Western Culture), Humanities 40 (World 
Religions), Humanities 45 (Religion and the African-American Church in America) meet Social Science 
requirements. 

● The following are the basic courses that have been offered for the past five years on a consistent basis: 
Introduction to Philosophy (Phil.1), Logic (Phil. 10), Social and Political Philosophy (Phil. 2), World Religions 
(Hum 40), and Ethics (Hum 30A). In the 09 academic year two new courses have been offered and have 
been well received by students: Humanities 16- Islam and Philosophy 37- Asian Philosophy. It is hoped that 
the department will grow with the department’s new course offerings. 

● The program offers an AA Degree in Humanities, but not in Philosophy. However, it is hoped that in the next 
two-to-three years there will be an offering an AA Degree in Philosophy.

● The curriculum is current and effective. Since there are no pre-requisites or co-requisites to any of the 
courses offered by the Humanities-Philosophy department, students can enroll in any class that interests 
them. A review of the curriculum course outlines was conducted all of the department’s course offerings and 
following course outlines have been updated and approved by the Curriculum Committee: 

● 1) Philosophy 1: Introduction to Philosophy
● 2) Philosophy 10: Logic
● 3) Philosophy 37: Asian Philosophy
● 4) Philosophy 2: Social and Political Philosophy
● 5) Humanities 6: Introduction to the New Testament6)
● 6) Humanities 7: Introduction to the Old Testament
● 7) Humanities 16: Introduction to Islam
● 8) Humanities 30A: Human Values- Ethics
● 9) Humanities 40: Religions of the World
●  
● The following are approved courses that have not been offered in the past four years and their course 

outlines have not yet been updated:
● 1)   Humanities 30B: Human Values- Aesthetics
● 2)Humanities 31A/B: Arts and Ideas of Western Culture
● 3)Philosophy 20A/B: History of Philosophy
● 4)Philosophy 30: Contemporary Philosophy
●  
● The current budget crises make it impossible to offer these courses.  It is hoped that with the recovery 

of the economy and the possibility of hiring an additional full-time, and also, part-time instructors, these 
courses can be part of annual course offerings in the department. 

●  
● Currently, the program has incorporated student-learning outcome for the following courses: 
● 1) Philosophy 1: Introduction to Philosophy
● 2) Philosophy 10: Logic
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● 3) Humanities 30A: Human Values- Ethics
● 4) Humanities 16: Introduction to Islam
● 5) Humanities 40: Religions of the World
●  
●  Student Learning Outcomes for the following courses were developed and approved by the SLO 

Coordinator, Michelle Fossum, in the Fall semester of 2008:  
● 1) Philosophy 1: Introduction to Philosophy
● 2) Philosophy 10: Logic
● 3) Philosophy 37: Asian Philosophy
● 4) Philosophy 2: Social and Political Philosophy
● 5) Humanities 6: Introduction to the New Testament
● 6) Humanities 7: Introduction to the Old Testament
● 7) Humanities 16: Introduction to Islam
● 8) Humanities 30A: Human Values- Ethics
● 9) Humanities 40: Religions of the World
●  
● It is hoped that the student learning outcomes at the program level will be aligned with the institutional 

outcomes in the way of assisting students in possessing a breadth of knowledge and experiences from the 
areas of the social and natural sciences so that they can act critically, responsibly, intelligently and ethically, 
resulting in success in both their private as well as social lives.

●  
● Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes has been conducted for almost all the courses by the full-time 

instructor. Having attended the Curricunet training, the full-time instructor plans to develop the following new 
course curriculums by Fall 2011:

●  Philosophy of the Self                                            
●  Philosophy of Living, Death and Dying
●  Philosophy of Education
●  Philosophy of Love, Sex and Marriage
●  Philosophy through Film
● Currently, the department has no connection to the industry, with the exception of a handful of students who 

every semester are required to enroll in Humanities 30A (Human Values- Ethics). Since this course offers 
variety of perspectives regarding contemporary dilemmas in the political, social and the environmental 
spheres, some employers require their employees to enroll in such classes in order to attain a greater 
awareness pertaining to their field of expertise. 

●
● Since humanities and philosophy courses fulfill certain categories of the general education that every 

student must complete, in particular, Philosophy 10 (Logic), it is hoped that after completing a course in 
the humanities and philosophy program, students leave with a better understanding of themselves and the 
world in which they live. 

●
● All of the Philosophy and Humanities courses meet the general education requirements for both AA degree 

and transfer to four-year institutions. The Philosophy and humanities courses also meet the undergraduate 
requirement for a Bachelors degree in both Philosophy and Humanities. Though Laney College does offer 
an AA in Humanities and Arts, it is not currently offering an AA in Philosophy, which could be helpful not 
only in the growth of the Laney Humanities-Philosophy program, but also, to students who are interested in 
majoring in Philosophy. The full-time instructor is also planning to create a Religious Studies program that 
offers an AA degree.

●

      To help the department grow and to ensure that the curriculum responds to the needs of the constituencies 
that it serves, the full-time instructor has and will continue to meet with the programs faculty and the Chair 
persons of the Humanities and Philosophy Departments of various four-year institution such as CSU 
San Francisco, CSU Hayward, CSU San Jose, UC Berkeley and UC Davis to not only make necessary 
refinement to the Laney Humanities-Philosophy program, but also, to adequately prepare students for both 
lower and upper division courses in the fields of humanities and philosophy.     

 
 

Page 5 of 7



IX. Needs
Please describe and prioritize any faculty, classified, and student assistant needs.

 
  It is hoped that with the recovery of the economy, it will be possibile to hire an additional full-time and also 

part-time instructors.      
Please describe and prioritize any equipment, material, and supply needs.

  
Films and documentary videos for the variety of the programs course offerings.It is hoped that the philosophy 
and humanities classes will all be held in Smart-Class rooms so that the visual arts could be incorporated into 
the in-class discussions for a better understanding of sometimes difficult philosophical concepts.      

Please describe and prioritize any facilities needs.
 
Perhaps the most important request to be made is for an adequate office for the Philosophy-Humanities full-
time instructor; and also, an adequate office space for part-time instructors in the Philosophy-Humanities 
department. It is hoped that the philosophy and humanities classes will all be held in Smart-Class rooms so 
that the visual arts could be incorporated into the in-class discussions for a better understanding of sometimes 
difficult philosophical concepts. 
      

 
 

X. Course SLOs and Assessment  
 Fall 2010

Number of active courses in your discipline 4
   

Number with SLOs 4
  

% SLOs/Active Courses 4
 

Number of courses with SLOs that have been assessed 4
 

% Assessed/SLOs 100
 

Describe types of assessment methods you are using
 

 Persuasive, descriptive and expository writing assignments, essay exams and 
multiple choice quizzes.

 

 

Describe results of your SLO assessment progress
 

All the SLO's for the philosophy courses are complete. All the SLO's for 
the philosophy courses are complete. Assignments have followed the 
conventions of academic writing.  Responses to writing prompts or literature 
critique have offered cogent philosophical and theological arguments based 
on literary and historical evidence. seventy percent of students have earned 
satisfactory scores on elements pertaining to the SLO assessment.     
 

 

 
 

XI. Program Learning Outcomes and Assessment  
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 Fall 2010
Number of degrees and certificates in your discipline 0

   
Number with Program Learning Outcomes 4

  
Number assessed 4

 
% Assessed 100

 
Describe assessment methods you are using
 

All the SLO's for the philosophy courses are complete. All the SLO's for 
the philosophy courses are complete. Assignments have followed the 
conventions of academic writing.  Responses to writing prompts or literature 
critique have offered cogent philosophical and theological arguments based 
on literary and historical evidence. seventy percent of students have earned 
satisfactory scores on elements pertaining to the SLO assessment.     
 

 

Describe results of assessment
 

 75% of the students earned the grade of C and better
 

 

 

Page 7 of 7


