Sample Rubric for Assessing Photoshop Visual Composition

1. Concept, idea, visualization:

	PTS
	Assessment

	5
	Shows coherency of the concept with a high degree of originality and sophistication. The idea is well stated with Photoshop layers visual elements and cues matching composition’s communication goal especially in the use of photographic images and the usage of type as a clipping group.

	4
	Shows coherency of the concept with some originality and sophistication. The idea is stated with photographic visual elements and cues but needs to be clearer or more strongly evident especially in the use of high contrast visual relationships and usage of type as a clipping group.

	3
	Shows some coherency of the concept with commonly used, cliché or stereotyped photographic imagery. The idea is obtuse, and requires greater clarity through the use of visual elements and cues especially in the use of high contrast visual relationships and usage of type as a clipping group.

	2
	Lacks general coherency of the concept. Many of the photographic and visual elements and cues do not lead the viewer to the intended idea. Lacks usage of type as a clipping group.

	1
	Lacks any coherency of the concept. Photographic visual elements and cues do not lead the viewer to the intended idea. Lacks usage of type as a clipping group.

	0
	The work was not presented to me.


2. Composition & design:

	PTS
	Assessment

	5
	Shows strong internal integrity of the visual elements. Nothing needs to be added or removed – composition framing is superb.

	4
	Shows internal integrity of the visual elements. A visual element needs to be added, moved or removed – composition framing needs some slight adjustment.

	3
	Shows obvious weaknesses in the internal integrity of the visual elements. Many visual elements need to be added, moved or removed – composition framing needs definite adjustments.

	2
	Image is breaking apart – there is very little internal integrity of the visual elements. Most visual elements need to be rethought – composition framing needs major readjustment.

	1
	Visual integrity is nonexistent and image has broken apart. All of the visual elements need to be rethought – composition framing needs a complete overhaul.

	0
	The work was not presented to me.


3. Technical:

	PTS
	Assessment

	5
	Shows mastery in the use of Photoshop software techniques to attain the assignment parameters. This includes the usage of multiple layers, layer blend modes, layer masks, the correct resolution and color mode depended on the intended media, the usage of layer masks and clipping groups.

	4
	Shows a good command of the use of Photoshop software techniques to attain most of the assignment parameters. This is missing some of the following:

the usage of multiple layers, layer blend modes, layer masks, the correct resolution and color mode depended on the intended media, the usage of layer masks and clipping groups.

	3
	Shows some command of the use of Photoshop software techniques to attain some of the assignment parameters. This only has some of the following:

the usage of multiple layers, layer blend modes, layer masks, the correct resolution and color mode depended on the intended media, the usage of layer masks and clipping groups.

	2
	Shows limited command of the use of Photoshop software techniques to attain a few of the assignment parameters. This has very few of the following:

the usage of multiple layers, layer blend modes, layer masks, the correct resolution and color mode depended on the intended media, the usage of layer masks and clipping groups.

	1
	Shows little or no command of the use of Photoshop software techniques to attain a few or none of the assignment parameters. This is missing almost all of the following:

the usage of multiple layers, layer blend modes, layer masks, the correct resolution and color mode depended on the intended media, the usage of layer masks and clipping groups.

	0


