INTRODUCTION TO PHYSICAL ANTHRO LAB



VIDEO

Mireille Giovanola


This assignment replaces the zoo trip.

The video (about 50 minutes long) is on reserve for the Physical Anthropology lab in the media center located in the basement of the Laney Library. You will have to watch the video there.

FORMAT: 3 (full) to 5 pages, typed, double-spaced (please, no HUGE spaces and fonts)



Answer the questions in an essay format

PRIME TIME PRIMATES (Scientific American Frontiers)

Presented by actor Alan Alda. 

Shows differences and similarities between humans and non-human primates.

Consists of different segments; each segment deals with a specific idea.

(1) Conflict Resolution

- Do humans and Rhesus macaques (Old World monkeys) react similarly in a crowded 
environment? Give an example from the video

- Why is it important to “kiss and make up” when you live in a social group?

- Describe chimp teenage behavior.


How do juvenile chimps eventually learn to share? 

- Describe some of the mechanisms that chimps use to “keep the peace”

- According to Frans de Waal, we can understand how human morality may have evolved 
by looking at chimps. What does he say? Illustrate with an example from the video.

(2) Chimp Manners

- What happens when a young chimp is taken away from its social group?

- How is chimp behavior similar to ours, how is it different? Give one example for each.

- What are some chimp dos and don’ts?

(3) Learning

- Primates and other animals use tools, just like humans. 


How do the orangutans in the video learn? By imitating or by experimenting? Illustrate 

with an example from the video.

- How do human children learn? What is the evolutionary meaning of this for the human 
learning process?

(4) Math Skills

- Do the apes in the movie recognize abstract numbers? Can they add? Can they understand 
fractions? How well? Illustrate with examples from the video.

- What does this tell us, possibly, about the last common ancestor of humans and chimps?

(5) Mental maps

- What is an aye-aye?

- How does the aye-aye figure out where it is supposed to start gnawing to get the worms?


What does it do then?

(6) The Mating Game

- Most primates live in hierarchical societies. For a long time, it was believed that high-
ranking males got to mate with all the females and that females had very little choice in the 
matter. Do you see evidence of female choice in the video? Explain

- Who fathers the babies? How do the scientists in the video find out?

- What is the genetic advantage of having many fathers in a group? 

