ECOART MATTERS  ART 141 Special Projects 074 A-D   2008  9am to 3pm

Brief overview of Assignments:

  Semester Project:

    Research and create an on-site eco-art installation or art project about an environmental or community issue of your choice. Installations can be indoors at designated areas, or outdoors on Laney Campus.  Sites must be approved.

    Create a proposal to include text describing intended goals, text of research data, drawings, photographs, other visuals and/or a model of proposed idea, the site if outdoors and materials, a budget and time line. Completed projects or installation proposal, documentation and a map of the site may be part of the gallery exhibit. Oral presentations may be presented also.   

    Exhibit the work.  The semester work includes learning how to prepare for and install the show.  This includes creating a title, a press release, a printed announcement, installing and de-installing, critiquing and documenting the work.  We also raise money to fund the show and food for the reception. 

Conference attendance:   This semester, we will attend 2 conferences: 

Peralta Sustainability Conference , Fri. Oct 3 , The Bioneer’s Conference: Fri-Sun, Oct. 17-19

Field Trips and Written Assignments: (Minimum one page)

    1.  This semester, our class field trip will be to volunteer at Save the Bay.  We will work helping to plant native plants for a morning TBA.   Your assignment will be to write about your experience and what possible projects you might do related to it.  

    2.  Take a walk in nature alone for at least an hour.  Be watchful of patterns, wildlife, smells, sounds and your personal experience, taking time to be still and listen.  If you wanted to give back something of your experience, how could you interpret that into an artwork?  Do drawings from nature, write ideas in your sketchbook. Drawings or pages from your idea sketchbook could be included in your project and/or part of the exhibit.   Watch “Rivers and Tides”

     3. Look for something you find beautiful in a museum. Write why you like it, a brief description of the piece, artist and materials.  Include a paragraph on your personal definition of beauty and answer:

How do you know when you are in the presence of beauty? 

    4. Write a page: What do you think is the function of art in a/our society? 

    5. Write a paragraph about each speaker and film, including possible future project ideas relating to issues presented that interest you personally.   

Oral Assignment:  Research an artist or movement that has a political, social or environmental issue of interest to you. Preferably see the actual work (museum or gallery).  Make a 5 minute oral presentation with visuals to present in class. Include references to books or articles you have researched on this artist. If you would prefer, this could be a written assignment.  

Sculpture Practice/Exercises 

  1. Clay exercises on sculptural basics.  

  2. Mixed media project with James Cline to explore tools and connections. 
  3. Critiques of classmates' artwork and installations. 

    Ongoing:

1.  Bring a sketch notebook to every class.  Keep track of syllabi and all handouts. Keep notes from lectures, field trips, developing ideas. 

2.  Media Project:  Read the newspaper, news magazines, listen to or watch daily news.  Write one sentence daily in your journal about an issue from the news that affects you personally. Keep especially aware of environmental issues in the news. Bring articles for the media board.   

3.  Bathroom project:  Take an art or ecology magazine home once a week.  Keep it in the bathroom but do not use it for toilet paper.  Write a minimum of one paragraph about an artist, image or idea from that magazine that interested you.  At the end of the semester, 17 of these statements will be due, along with your sketchbook.   

