ECO-ART “MATTERS”

Environmental and  community based  art

Course Description

 
In this course, students will study environmental and eco art, environmental justice, activist and community based art….Art that “Matters”…and create artworks that give voice to their personal vision/ chosen subject, using whatever art materials and techniques fit their aesthetic. The course will conclude with an exhibit of  student projects at a public venue. Past shows have been at the Oakland Museum, June Steingart Gallery, Sowell Studio Gallery, and Oakland Zoo Educational Center among others. 

           Classes will consist of slide lecture-discussions, several distinguished guest artists and scientists, field visits and/or field work, attendance at the Bioneers’ Conference (in fall), research readings and videos, as well as hands on artmaking and technical demonstrations in our new sculpture studio.

          Because of a sense of urgency based on recent scientific reports on global warming, special emphasis will be given to environmental issues.  Some classes will be conducted by science experts at the Oakland Museum.

       Students interested in teaching or doing community outreach can develop skills and experience by volunteering at local organizations such as MOCA, the Richmond Art Center, Creative Growth, public schools, community and senior citizen centers, or other community programs. Documentation of their selected projects will be part of the exhibit.  

      Students will be expected to attend all lectures on time, keep sketchbook journals, prepare proposals for final project, have presentations and papers prepared on time, participate in class discussion, assist with exhibit preparations, be considerate of other students and their works, use tools safely, and help keep studio clean by cleaning up individual work areas and taking part in studio clean up at end of semester. 

      GRADES will be based on individual aesthetic and skill growth and development, quality of written, oral and physical assignments, attendance and participation in class discussions and critiques, and final clean-up and helpfulness towards fellow students. 

Class  BEGINS AT 9 am. In case of absence, please leave a message on my home machine. 

 More than 3 unexcused absences gives you a failing grade.   More than 3 lates diminishes your grade.

Office hours are Tuesdays 1:00-2:00  in the sculpture office:  464 3573 

Andrée Thompson, sculpture eco-art instructor.  510 841-0588. Home answering machine.

andreest@yahoo.com     www.andreesingerthompson.com
