Course Outcomes and Assessment Plan

	Department and course number:  BIOLOGY 10

	Contact:  Amy Bohorquez abohorquez@peralta.edu
	Date:  10.24.07

	Course SLOs
	Assessment Methods
	Criteria for successful performance
	When will you collect this information?

	Differentiate between a hypothesis and a theory. 
	Analysis of exam questions that involve distinctions between hypothesis and theory. Multiple choice, short answer, and essay questions will be examined.
	60% of students earned 70% or more on exam question(s)
	Fall 2007

	Discuss the principles of biology as the study of living things including biological hierarchies, classification of living things, chemical processes of the cell and organisms.


	Analysis of exam questions that involve explanation of principles and hierarchies in biology, chemical processes and classifications. Multiple choice, short answer, and essay questions will be examined.
	60% of students earned 70% or more on exam question(s)
	Spring 2008

	Improve confidence in scientific knowledge and ability to apply knowledge to related situations.
	Analysis of exam questions that involves incorporation of material covered in class and explain connections between topics. Survey to students concerning confidence in science classes. Multiple choice, short answer, and essay questions will be examined.
	60% of students earned 70% or more on exam question(s) 

70% of students feel their confidence increased after taking class


	Fall 2008

	Read and discuss articles related to current issues in biology.  Form opinions on these issues and express and defend those opinions biologically in discussions and written essays.
	Analysis of student assignments. Students will turn in a written analysis of a current article that meets the requirements of grading rubric (provided in advance to students).
	75% of students will earn 70% of points possible on assignment
	Fall 2008

	Cooperate with others working as a group, delegate work to others, collaborate with group.
	Analysis of student activity during lab period.
	75% of students earned 70% or more of the criteria set by instructors 
	Spring 2009

	Use microscopes and other equipment correctly and care for them properly.
	Analysis of student activity during lab period and exam questions relating to equipment.
	75% of students earned 70% or more on quiz
	Fall 2007
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