 Course Outcomes and Assessment Plan

	Department and course number:  Biology 1B

	Contact:  Leslie Blackie, lblackie@peralta.edu
	Date: Fall 2007

	Course SLOs
	Assessment Methods
	Criteria for successful performance
	When will you collect this information?

	1. Explain the complexity of ecosystems, the component parts and humans place in the ecosystem.  Critique current methods of dealing with ecosystems and ecological issues through discussion and seminar papers
	Analysis of student written seminar papers.
	At least 75% of students will actively participate in discussions and score a B or better on seminar papers.
	Fall 2008

	2. Demonstrate awareness of continued threats to our global ecosystems and appraise individual efforts in environmental issues.
	Analysis of student activity in classroom discussions
	At least 75% of students will actively participate in discussions
	Spring 2008

	3. Explain how all organisms are connected by cell structure, energy sources and evolutionary lineage in class discussion and on exams.  Correlate information on cell structure and animals systems learned in Bio 1A with evolutionary lineage discussed in Bio 1B
	Analysis of exam questions regarding cell structure, energy sources and evolutionary lineage.  Multiple choice, short answer and essay questions will be examined.


	At least 75% of students will answer the exam questions regarding cell structure, energy sources and evolutionary lineage correctly at least 70% of the time..
	Spring 2008

	4. Identify the diversity of organisms classified in all 5 kingdoms and three domains.  Distinguish the evolutionary patterns, both the similarities and the differences between organisms as species have diverged.
	Analysis of exam questions.  Multiple choice, short answer and essay questions will be examined.
	At least 75% of the students will answer the selected exam questions correctly at least 70% of the time.
	Fall 2008

	5. Synthesize the information in class on ecology, evolution and organismal diversity in a research paper and oral presentation on a given topic.
	Analysis of student written research papers and student presentations.
	At least 75% of the students will score a “B” or better 
	Fall 2007

	6. Synthesize information, think independently and reason through new material in a way that not only reflects facts learned about a particular topic but also an understanding of ecology and evolution, and express this reasoning in discussions and on exams.
	Analysis of exam questions that require synthesis.  Essay questions will be examined.


	At least 75% of students will score at least 50% on essays synthesizing information.
	 Spring 2009

	7. Write clear, well organized lab reports.  Draw accurate representations of microscope slide images to identify organisms of the living world in the laboratory.  Analyze the results of laboratory experiments and evaluate sources of experimental error.
	Analysis of student lab reports
	At least 75% of students will score a grade of “B” or better on the clarity of their written reports. 

At least 75% of students will score a grade of “B” or better on the accuracy of their drawings of microscope slide images.

At least 75% of students will score a grade of “B” or better on the analysis of experiments and/or experimental error.
	Spring 2008
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