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Journalism 62/ Mass Media and Society:

1. Explain the difference between the MSM (main stream media) and the alternative press.

2. Analyze in depth some aspect of media through a book review or media-related project.

3. Analyze how the Internet and World Wide Web have evolved; explain the economic impact of the Internet, along with the social concerns raised by the Internet.

Assessment

1. Read student’s essay and be sure he or she successfully contrasts the MSM and the alternative press.

2. Evaluate student’s book review or project to be sure of the appropriateness of the choice and how successfully the student presented the findings.

3.  Does student properly describe the evolution of the Internet and the World Wide Web? Additionally, does student show an understanding of the economic impact of the Internet and social concerns it raises?

Journalism 55/ Introduction to Journalism (slightly different than what’s on syllabus)

1. Write a news story in the proper inverted pyramid format.

2. Write a two-line, two-column, 48 point headline for a selected story. Use verb in active voice, present tense. The specs (column width, etc) are for the Laney Tower. Do not “pad” headline.

3. Write a feature story that conforms to AP newspaper style and is appropriate for a daily newspaper.

Assessment

1. Be sure student understands a “news lead” and has used it appropriately in this story.

2. Check headline to see if it conforms to directions: employs correct voice and tense of verb, fits two column space, contains two lines, does not “pad” headline with words used just to fill space.

3. Read feature story; is the lead appropriate? Does student use AP Style? Does story “flow”?  Do all quotes have proper attribution?
Journalism 18 / Newspaper Production

1—Write a news story with a lead that includes only the necessary Who, What, When, Where, Why and How.

2—Write a feature story that contains an “angle” to draw the reader into the story. 

3—List the defenses of libel and four levels of invasion of privacy and explain their application in media law.

 Assessment:

1—Read the student’s complete news story. Then analyze the lead (first sentence) to see if the student included the correct five “Ws” and “H.” 

2—Read the complete feature story and see if the student’s lead paragraph has a suitable angle; this exercise is somewhat subjective with many different approaches that are suitable. But be sure the student has not written a news lead.

—3 Check to see if the student listed (libel) Privileged Communication, Fair Comment, and Truth. Privacy: Public disclosure of private facts; Publicity placing person in false light; Appropriation of name or likeness; Intrusion on seclusion.  Has the student correctly explained how each term is utilized in media law?

Scott A. Strain

SLOs and Assessments

Journalism/Spring 2009

JOURNALISM 21 — Newswriting

STUDENT LEARNING OUTCOMES (SLOs)

At the end of the course, students should be able to do the following:

1. Write a hard news lead of between 25 and 35 words using the 5 Ws and H (who, what, when, where, why and how).

2. Write a feature story of between 500 and 700 words using multiple sources and quotes.

3. Be able to conduct an interview using the four principles of interviewing. They are:

          a. Prepare carefully 

b. Establish a relationship

c. Ask questions that are relevant

d. Listen and watch attentively

1. We write hard news leads through example and practice (homework and in-class). Using the S-V-O (subject-verb-object) template, students learn what is the most important part of a lead. The who, what, where and when are the four most important elements of a hard news lead and students focus on placing them in the proper order.  At the same time, “there is no simple formula as to what goes into a lead.”

2. Writing a feature story encompasses other ideas we stress in the class — story structure, quotes and styles of attribution. We do this, again, through examples, reading and homework. All the elements of a hard news lead and a hard news story (the five W’s and H) are folded into a feature story and we go over what the differences are in the presentation of content. A feature story (separate from the final exam) is an essential part of the final grade.

3. The art of interviewing is an essential element of news writing. Through writing and homework, students are taught how to attribute, where to place the quotes and how to utilize transition phrases or words to facilitate the flow of information. Techniques of interview are discussed and put into practice through the use of an in-class assignment where students interview each other and write it up as a short feature story. 

ASSESMENTS

1. Read and evaluate a student’s progress through homework assignments, in-class deadline assignments and exams. Make sure all the elements of a proper news lead are included.

2. Evaluate a student’s progress in employing the story structure principles and story elements we discuss in class. Write a 500-700-word feature story, using multiple sources and the proper attribution and use of quotes.

3. Conduct and evaluate an interview using the easy-hard method of questioning with a stress on the proper spelling of names and (occupational) position.

