POSCI 001
POSITION PAPER FORMAT: Minimum - 9 total pages, double-spaced

· Cover Page

· Minimum 3 pages on pro position to be titled Part #1

· Minimum 3 pages on con position to be titled Part #2

· 1 page – summary of the writing experience

· 1 page – bibliography

Part 1

1) Clearly state your position on your topic.  You must be decidedly on one side of an issue.  Do not express ambivalence of any kind.

2) List the key arguments of your position.  Include supportive research from books, journals, magazines, and the Internet.  Use of statistical data and legal cases relevant to your topic is strongly encouraged.

3) List 3-5 supporting arguments of the opposing position and state why you think they are unconvincing or weak.  

4) Briefly discuss any information from your own observation or experience that is directly related to your topic. 

5) Summarize your argument in a conclusion that establishes your position as the most logical and accurate one.

Part 2

6) Adopt the opposite position and repeat steps 1-5.

Summary

7) Write a brief analysis of your experience defending both sides of your topic.  Indicate any shifts in your position.

Bibliography

8) Include a bibliography at the end of your paper that follows the MLA Handbook format. (Use at least 5 sources)

ONLY PAPERS THAT ARE SUBMITTED BY THE DUE DATE INDICATED ON THE SYLLABUS WILL RECEIVE FULL CREDIT.  5 POINTS WILL BE DEDUCTED EVERY DAY THE PAPER IS LATE AND NO PAPERS WILL BE ACCEPTED BEYOND THE WEEK AFTER THE DEADLINE.

TOPIC OPTIONS:

The Separation of Church and State

Capital Punishment in the U.S.

Presidential Signing Statements
The Legalization of marijuana

Racial Profiling and Due Process

Blue Laws
Global Warming Regulations in the U.S.
The legalization of Same Sex Marriage

Affirmative Action

Presidential Pardons
Three Strikes You’re Out

Campaign Funding Caps

Physician-Assisted Suicide

Alternate topics may be approved at the instructor’s discretion.
Paper Grading Rubric
Categories


Points Possible
Persuasion


40

Research


20

Analysis


20

Writing (clarity)

20



           100%
