Course Outcomes and Assessment Plan

	Department and course number: POSCI 003

	Contact: C. Denise Richardson
	Date: 2/8/08

	Course SLOs
	Assessment Methods
	Criteria for successful performance
	When will you collect this information?

	1. Analyze and explain international current events.

	Written current events analysis, class participation in current event discussions and multiple choice exams. 
	70% of students will engage in regular class participation. 50% of students will write a well-reasoned current event analysis.  75% of students will earn satisfactory (70% or higher) scores on exam results that include factual and topic related questions and written evidence of understanding.
	Information will be acquired throughout the semester from the scheduled 4 quizzes, midterm exam, final exam, class participation and research paper necessary for successful completion of the course.
Spring 08 Assessment.

	2. Explain and analyze the causes and implications of selected wars between countries and identify accompanying alliances.

	Essay and multiple choice exams.
	70% of students will earn satisfactory (70% or higher) scores on exam results that include factual and topic related questions and written evidence of understanding.
	Information will be acquired throughout the semester from the scheduled 4 quizzes, midterm exam, final exam, class participation and research paper necessary for successful completion of the course.
Spring 08 Assessment.

	3. Characterize and evaluate the relationships between selected industrialized countries and less developed countries.

	Essay and multiple choice exams.
	75% of students will earn satisfactory (70% or higher) scores on exam results that include factual and topic related questions and written evidence of understanding.
	Information will be acquired throughout the semester from the scheduled 4 quizzes, midterm exam, final exam, class participation and research paper necessary for successful completion of the course.
Fall 08 Assessment.

	4. Identify the world hegemon and evaluate any threats to the existing power hierarchy among nation states.

	Essay and multiple choice exams.
	85% of students will earn satisfactory (70% or higher) scores on exam results that include factual and topic related questions and written evidence of understanding.
	Information will be acquired throughout the semester from the scheduled 4 quizzes, midterm exam, final exam, class participation and research paper necessary for successful completion of the course.
Fall 08 Assessment.

	5. Describe and analyze trends associated with global economics and identify how nations compete for economic influence and dominance.  Also, analyze the disparity of wealth between the global North and South.

	Essay and multiple choice exams.
	75% of students will earn 

satisfactory (70% or higher) scores on exam results that include factual and topic related questions and written evidence of understanding.
	Information will be acquired throughout the semester from the scheduled 4 quizzes, midterm exam, final exam, class participation and research paper necessary for successful completion of the course.
Spring 09 Assessment.

	6. Explain the process of democratization and identify the accompanying challenges of political culture.

	Essay and multiple choice exams.
	70% of students will earn  satisfactory (70% or higher) scores on exam results that include factual and topic related questions and written evidence of understanding.
	Information will be acquired throughout the semester from the scheduled 4 quizzes, midterm exam, final exam, class participation and research paper necessary for successful completion of the course.
Spring 09 Assessment.

	7. Identify and evaluate the effectiveness of selected current U.S. foreign policies.

	Essay and multiple choice exams.
	65% of students will earn  satisfactory (70% or higher) scores on exam results that include factual and topic related questions and written evidence of understanding.
	Information will be acquired throughout the semester from the scheduled 4 quizzes, midterm exam, final exam, class participation and research paper necessary for successful completion of the course.
Fall 09 Assessment.

	8.  Cite relevant factors and events that explain the historical context of the Israeli/Palestinian conflict.

	Essay and multiple choice exams.
	75% of students will earn  satisfactory (70% or higher) scores on exam results that include factual and topic related questions and written evidence of understanding.
	Information will be acquired throughout the semester from the scheduled 4 quizzes, midterm exam, final exam, class participation and research paper necessary for successful completion of the course.
Fall 09 Assessment.
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