Survey of Environmental Attitudes Results Spring 2009
1) Do you consider yourself to be an environmentalist or not?

58%yes 

22 % no

19 % no opinion
78% yes

19% no


3 % no opinion

2) If yes to #1 ): Would you say you are a strong environmentalist or not ?

36%yes 

51 % no

13% no opinion
37% yes

39% no


2% no opinion
3) How much progress have we made in dealing with environmental problems in this country in the past 20 years? Would you say we have made a great deal of progress, or hardly any progress at all? 

21% great deal

45% only some 

26% hardly any 

7% no opinion
18 % great deal

62 % only some

19% hardly any

1% no opinion
4) How much optimism do you have that we will have our environmental problems well under control in 20 years times?
19%great deal of optimism 
45% only some 

 25%  hardly any
11%no opinion
19% great deal of optimism

60% only some

19% hardly any

1% no opinion
5) Do you think the American public is too worried about the environment, or not worried enough, or express about the right amount of concern about the environment?

11% too worried 
57% not enough    
34%right amount of concern  
 8%no opinion 
6% too worried
70% not enough worried
22% right amount
2% no opinion
6) Do you think the government is too worried about the environment, or not worried enough, or express about the right amount of concern about the environment?

6% too worried 
59% not enough  
23% right amount of concern 
12%no opinion 
3% to worried
73% not enough worried
20% right amount
4% no opinion
7)  Do you think business and industry are too worried about the environment, or not worried enough, or express about the right amount of concern about the environment?

4% too worried 
66% not enough  22% right amount of concern  8%no opinion 
1% too worried
83% not enough
13% right amount
3% no opinion
8) Here are two statements which people sometimes make when discussing the environment and economic growth. Which of these statements comes closer to your own point of view?

55% Protection of the environment should be given priority, even at the risk of curbing economic 
growth.

28% Economic growth should be given priority, even if the environment suffers to some extent.

17% No opinion 
71% Protection of the environment should be given priority, even at the risk of curbing economic 
growth.

20% Economic growth should be given priority, even if the environment suffers to some extent.
9% no opinion
9) For each of the environmental problems that follow, please state whether you personally worry about them a great deal, a fair amount, only a little, or not at all?

Problem 

a great deal 
a fair amount 
only a little 
not at all 
no opinion 

Drinking 


63%
Water 

67%

19%

10%

3%

1%


Pollution 


67%
Of rivers,

Lakes, 

67%

21%

8%

3%

1%
Reservoirs

Toxic waste


52%



63%

21%

11%

3%

1%
Air pollution 

70%



59%

27%

10%

4%

1%

Ocean and 

Beach pollution

48%



53%

26%

14%

6%

1%
Loss of natural 

44%
habitat for 

wildlife

53%

27%

15%

5%


damage to the 

55%
ozone layer

49%

24%

15%

8%
radioactive


30%
contamination 
44%

25%

20%

10%
from nuclear 

facilities 

loss of 


33%
tropical rain 

forests

42%

25%

21%

12%
global warming 

74%



35%

27%

21%

12%
acid rain


30%
 


34%

30%

20%

13%

10) Which of the following things, if any, have you or other household members done in recent years to try to improve the quality of the environment?

Action






Yes 

No/No Opinion

voluntarily recycled newspaper, glass, aluminum, 

74%

19%

7%
Motor oil or other items




86%

14%
avoided buying or using aerosol sprays


19%

40%

40%








68%

32%
contributed money to an environmental conservation, 


66%

34%
or wildlife preservation group 



51%

49%
specifically avoided buying a product because it 

15%

55%

30%
was not recyclable 





49%

51%
used clothe rather than disposable diapers 


11%

66%

23%








25%

75%
boycotted a company’s products because of its

0%

59%

41%
record on the environment




28%

72%
did volunteer work for an environmental, conservation 
7%

44%

49%
or wildlife preservation group



18%

82%
cut your household’s use of water 



37%

15%

48%











68%

33%
cut you household’s use of energy by improving 

33%

22%

45%
insulation or changing your heating or air 

conditioning system 




73%

27%
replaced a “gas guzzling” automobile with one that 

7%

66%

27%
is more fuel efficient




67%

33%
cut down on the use of a car by carpooling 


37%

22%

41%
or taking public transportation 



46%

54%
27 SURVEYS TURNED IN / 35 = 77%
