Learning Assessment Committee Meeting

Friday, April 13, 2012

1:00-2:30 in F-170

Present: Karolyn van Putten, Kathy Williamson, Cheli Fossum, Mildred Lewis, Evelyn Lord, Ann McMurdo, David Mitchell

Minutes from 3/23/12 were reviewed and approved.

**Reviewed and commented on assessment numbers that were provided to ACCJC in the 2011 Annual Report.

Discussion of the possibility and hope that a document management system will be in place by October, 2012 to keep and track Laney’s assessment records.

Kathy Williamson’s Screencast tutorials on Jing will expire at some point, so options were batted around to find something that will store our screencasts permanently.   Purchasing software, such as Camtasia or Snagit to make our own screencasts seemed like a possibility.  Evelyn offered to investigate getting Captivate by Adobe—she might be able to get a deal on that software.  

In another issue related to Screencast tutorials, a question was raised as to where to put the link to the tutorials.  A consensus was reached that the link should be placed on the Learning Assessment Committee home page at the top of the left-hand column.

Karolyn gave a status update on money that the Learning Assessment Committee has at its disposal.  Sounds like the amount of $8000 is the new figure.  Debbie Budd says this money could be used for any assessment work, not just to pay stipends for part-timers.  The committee has control over the money--how much we pay and for what assessment work. We also now have the fund code for the money.

We discussed the Wikispace page for Laney’s Institutional Learning Outcomes.  Questions raised about the Wikispace:  How to join?  How and where to add comments?   Cheli suggested adding a CTE/Vocational ILO that would say something like “Students will demonstrate technical skills appropriate to their fields”.   It was also suggested that a page be added to the space for general comments.

Much time was spent discussing General Education outcomes.  Do we need them if we have ILO’s in place?  Are GE outcomes important or necessary?  Can we just use ILO’s instead?  This issue was left unresolved, but we decided that more investigation needs to be done about what other colleges in California are doing, and what is being accepted by the ACCJC..
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