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Gateway to College High School Completion Scholarship Program

Answers to Frequently Asked Questions for Gateway to College (GtC) Applicants

Is Gateway a GED (General Educational Development) program? 

Gateway to College (GtC) is a not a GED program. It is a high school recovery program that allows students who have left high school without a diploma or who are behind in credits to earn college credit while completing the requirements for their high school diplomas.
How does the Gateway to College program work? 
Once you have been admitted, you will be enrolled in a Gateway to College learning community at Laney College for two semesters.
· A learning community is a small group of students (i.e., a cohort) who take all of their courses together in preparation for becoming college students on the college campus.

· Learning community courses are reading / writing, math, and college preparation / academic success.
· Students receive intensive academic and counseling support.
· Students will earn both high school and college credits starting in their first term.
· Students spend 3-4 hours per day outside of class working on homework.

After successfully completing the learning community, students transition into regular Laney classes.

· Students enroll in Laney College courses and continue to earn both high school and college credit, as they work towards earning a high school diploma.

· All courses students’ courses are selected with the assistance of a counselor and are based upon each student's high school completion plan and educational goals. 

What do I apply for the program?
Potential students must apply and be selected to become part of the Gateway to College community. The selection process is competitive and involves submitting an application (visit the Gateway to College Forms page on our website for a copy of the application), completing a number of math and English evaluations, and being interviewed by a Gateway to College staff member. Note, beginning in fall 2014, Gateway will only enroll up to 60 new students each Fall semester, which begins in August. We will no longer enroll a new cohort of students for the spring term. Interested students will need to complete the application process including their interviews by mid-July.
What do classes start / end?
The program follows the Laney College academic calendar. Fall term is August through December, spring term is January through May, and summer term is June through July. Both fall and spring terms are approximately 17 weeks and summer term is 6 weeks.
What can I achieve in this program?

Students can earn their high school diplomas and college credits toward a certificate or a degree.
How long would it take me to earn my high school diploma?

Most students are in Gateway to College for three to six semesters.  The exact length of time to earn a diploma varies by a student’s course load and credit needs.  
How long can I remain in Gateway to College?

Students remain in Gateway to College until they earn a diploma or turn 21 years old.  We encourage graduates of the program to continue to pursue a postsecondary credential or degree.

Who are Gateway to College students?
Gateway to College is for Alameda County residents who are:

· 16 to 20 years old
· Behind in high school credits (for age and grade) or have left high school without a diploma
· Reading at an eighth grade level 
· Able to complete the requirements (e.g, CAHSEE, credits) to earn their high school diplomas by age 21
· Willing to make a long term commitment (three to six semesters) to work hard to complete high school while making progress toward a college degree
Gateway to College does not serve students who are doing well in high school and want to make an early transition to college.  Gateway to College works exclusively with students who have not experienced success in a traditional high school.  The program is designed for students who are either no longer attending school or who are significantly behind in credits and are unable to graduate with their peers.

Who is the ideal candidate for Gateway to College?

The ideal candidate for the Gateway program is focused on pursuing their college goals while earning their high school diploma. Students who want to earn their high school diploma as quickly as possible or who just want to get their credits up may want to consider other programs (see the Other Alternative Education Programs on the Gateway to College Forms page).
What is expected of Gateway students? 

· Students are expected to attend 100% of their classes. 
· Students are expected to come to class on time (9 am), be prepared with class materials, and to complete all class and homework assignments.
· Students in their first year in the program are expected to attend program activities Monday through Friday.
· Students are expected to spend 3-4 hours a day working on their homework (outside of class time).  We strongly encourage students who have a job to consider the time demands of the program.
· Students are expected to adhere to all Laney College policies and procedures. 

What is the cost of the program? 

Gateway to College is a scholarship program.  The scholarship pays for college tuition and books.  Gateway students only need to pay for school supplies. 
What kind of support will help me be successful in a college setting?

Gateway to College students are offered a safe, rigorous and supportive learning environment that includes a skilled and caring instruction team. Each class is led by a college instructor with the support of several learning coaches (tutors).

Workshops, guest speakers, field trips and program events that are meant to inspire and encourage students in their growth to become successful college students.

Students who are accepted into the program are assigned a counselor.  The counselor provides support and access to resources to help all students in the program to be successful.  Counselors provide the following services: 

· Transcript reviews, student education plans (SEPs), and academic advising.

· Assistance with completing enrollment and registration.

· Referrals to resources, such as tutoring, counseling, student activities, health services, and more.
· Personal counseling and guidance including assistance with problem solving, time management and stress management.
If I have been on an Individual Education Plan (IEP) at my high school, will I still receive the same services and support at Laney College?

Applicants who have received Special Education Services and who have an Individual Education Plan (IEP) in place are required to meet with a counselor prior to their enrollment in the program.  This meeting will help determine if Gateway is an appropriate placement for you.  We cannot guarantee that this process can be completed in time for acceptance for the term for which you are applying.
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