Laney College

 






             
 
                     Fall 2017
Math 13: Statistics (42221)
Contact Info: 
Katherine Williamson


kwilliamson@peralta.edu (best way to reach me!)

Office Hours:
Monday 10-11 am, Tuesday and Thursday 3:30 – 5 pm OR by appointment 

Website:
www.laney.edu/wp/kathyw/statistics/
Online Textbook: Go to oli.cmu.edu and use the course key: Math13Spr17 (It’s FREE!!!!)
Description of Class:  This class is one of the first transferable math courses.  It is assumed (and required) that you have taken Intermediate Algebra and that you have passed this course or that you have successfully completed the pre-stats course at BCC/COA (Math 206).  In this class you will be expected to understand and apply the concepts presented in the text as well as perform calculations.  Calculators are very useful tools, and really are necessary in computing values in this course.  You MUST have a calculator for homework, quizzes and tests when needed and you may NOT use your cell phone in class as a calculator on tests/quizzes!!!  In this course, the importance is not on just obtaining correct numerical solutions, but explaining in context what your answers mean.

Student Learning Outcomes

Upon completion of this course you will be able to:

1.
Create inferences about populations based on data obtained from samples.
2.
Decide whether or not a particular analytical method is appropriate given a particular statistical or probabilistic context and justify your response.
3.
Formulate analyses of graphical relationships between variables in a sample or a population.
Grades:

Online Homework/In Class Work

20%
Quizzes and Mini Projects


20%

Mini Projects




20%
Tests





30%

Final Exam




10%
· Online Homework/In Class Work:  You will be required to read BEFORE class.  There will also be online homework that you must complete in your online textbook called “Checkpoints”.    
For each module in the homework, you get points for completing the reading (there are activities within each module) and you get a separate grade for completing the checkpoints.  I will be giving an additional separate grade for each module based on whether you complete the assigned reading BEFORE class.  Please check the due dates of checkpoints/reading on our class BLOG and come to class to be aware of when assignments are due. 
If you have problems completing your homework, please come see me in office hours or get help in the Math Lab.  You may also email me questions.  
We will frequently have in class work that I may collect (or I may just check to see that you have completed something).  Those grades will go in here as well.
· Quizzes: You can expect that every week we will have either a Quiz or a mini-Project due.  The quizzes will cover the homework and reading from the previous week and will usually have just 1-2 problems and last about 15-20 minutes.  You are allowed to work in PAIRS on quizzes, but you need to both be present and start the quiz together. Quizzes will be on Thursdays after the break.  No make-up quizzes are allowed.  You must take your quiz on time with the rest of the class – DON’T BE LATE!!!
· Mini-Projects:   
The Mini-projects will be short 1-3 paragraph papers that will be assigned throughout the course.  You will be giving advanced notice and will usually have time to start these projects in class (and complete them at home).   I try to collect these on Thursdays, so you have ample time to get help before they are due.  Any week I collect a Mini-Project, we generally will NOT have a quiz.
· Tests: We will have a total of 3 tests that will last the entire class period.  Our test dates will be 9/28, 11/2, and 12/5.  No make-up exams.  If you miss an exam, you will get a 0, but you can replace that score with your Final Exam grade.  If you require special accommodations for testing, please talk with me IMMEDIATELY to set up a plan for the semester!  
· Final Exam: This will be a comprehensive exam covering all topics from class.  The final exam will be administered on Tuesday, December 12th from 5 pm – 7 pm. in our classroom (unless otherwise stated).  Your Final Exam score will automatically replace your lowest test score, IF it is better.  EVERYONE MUST TAKE THE FINAL EXAM!  It’s NOT optional!  Mark this date on your calendar and  make sure you are there!!!
Attendance:  You should come to class.  I will usually take attendance at the start of the semester.  If you miss a lot of quizzes and/or tests, you will be in danger of being dropped.  I am not required to drop you, though, so if you want to drop, it is your responsibility to drop yourself.  The last day to drop with a “W” is November 15th.
Classroom Expectations: 
· Turn off cell phones during class time.  If you desperately need to use it, go outside.  DO NOT disrupt class with your cell phone use.  If you answer your phone or talk on your phone during an exam, I will give you a 0 for your exam.  NO CELL PHONES CAN BE USED AS CALCULATORS DURING TESTS OR QUIZZES!!!! 
· Be respectful to everyone in class.  Do not talk or be loud when it is not appropriate.

· Do not cheat.  If you do not know what this means, come and talk to me or look it up in the dictionary.  Examples of cheating are helping someone on an exam or quiz, copying another student’s test or quiz, or using outside material on a test or quiz when it is not allowed by your instructor.  Remember that if you are talking during an exam or quiz, you can expect that I will interpret this as cheating – do not talk with other students during an exam or quiz, talk to me.  If I catch you cheating, you will receive an F in the course.

Math Help:
Math is an interactive subject.  If you have problems doing homework, most likely you will have problems with tests.  I suggest that you form study groups from class and work together.  I will make a voluntary roster of students in this class; please use this resource!  You may also email me questions and come to office hours.  You may also visit the Math Lab (G-201) to receive drop-in tutoring.  They are open M-Th from 10 am – 7 pm. 
DSPS:

DSPS students are WELCOME in my class!  If you are a student who is affected by a learning disability and would like to take your tests in the DSPS office, that is OK with me, but we need to set up your testing RIGHT AWAY!  Our first quiz will be next week Thursday, so if you would like to take this quiz at their office, we need paperwork filled out and submitted ASAP!  Please come and talk with me after class!  I’m happy to help in any way I can!

Also – if any of you feel like you may benefit from the services DSPS has to offer, PLEASE feel free to come talk with me!  I have great connections with folks in DSPS who are awesome, helpful people!!!
