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Chromebook & Food Distribution
With health and safety as the main concern, classi ed
professionals from EOPS, the Tech Center, custodial,
food services and IT worked together with a group of
managers to begin distributing Chromebooks and food
directly to students. The teams created seamless
distribution in the parking lot and at the Tower Building
using walk-up and drive thru models. Hundreds of
Chromebooks and meals have been distributed and will
continue weekly.

JACC Awards The Citizen!
The Journalism Association of Community Colleges
recognized The Citizen Staff with several awards April 21.
Toni Cervantes won a rst place award for her photo story
essay about conditions at the U.S.-Mexico border.
Luke Wrin Piper won an award for his sports story
highlighting Laney’s track stars.
Editor-in-Chief, Isis Piccillo, won two awards: one for their
investigative piece about all-gender restroom compliance
at Peralta and again for their political cartoon!
If you have a story idea, news tip or something you’d like
to share you can email: eegastis@peralta.edu or
Eleni_economides@yahoo.com if you prefer to not use
Peralta email.

Emergency Grants
We are fully aware of the reality that our students
continue to face basic needs insecurities, now more
than ever. To help support our students, we launched the
Student Equity & Achievement Emergency Grants with a
purpose to support housing, transportation and child
care costs during this time of need. Applications closed
on Wednesday, April 22, 2020 and 112 applicants were
approved with 24 more receiving e-gift cards for
groceries. All of the students who quali ed were
supported.
Want to support students? On May 5th is national
#GIVINGTUESDAYNOW campaign as an emergency
response to the unprecedented need caused by COVID19. Give to the Peralta Colleges Foundation COVID-19
Crisis Impact Fund and help raise $19,000 for our
students and their families.

other committees.

Economics Major Awarded
2020 President's Medallion
Please join the Laney Community in congratulating Jielin
Huang for being awarded the 2020 President’s Medallion!
Jielin is currently enrolled in 15 units, she has served as the treasurer of ASLC and
dreams of having a career as a Chief Financial O cer in the near future. While
Jielin is destined for greatness, she discovered her passion while coping with
loss. Her sister tragically passed away at the age of 17, from brain cancer. While
struggling to accept the loss, she bottled up her emotions.
As her parents began to worry about her well-being and mental health, Jielin
realized it was time to ght and push through the wave of sadness she lived with.
“I poured myself into furthering my skillset and educated myself on design
theories and Adobe design software, by reading instruction booklets and watching
tutorials online,” says Jielin. She took rst place in the PBL Desktop Publishing
Competition in Calif., and won eighth place nationwide.
In this ght, she found a creative outlet. Graphic design. Not only did she love what she was doing, she quickly
gained con dence in her work.
Soon, she was hired by Laney College and worked as a graphic designer in the Public Information O ce, while
pursuing her associate in arts degree. She reminisces on the LGBTQ design project she managed, “through this
project, I was inspired to use my design skills to help others who also suffered from di culties in hopes of
creating a better future for all."
Jielin shared a connection with this project, because she understands rst-hand what it feels like to be an
outcast for being who you are. After moving to the United States in 2017, she and her family experienced racism
and discrimination. After nding her creative outlet and overcoming depression, a new barrier presented itself.
She vividly remembers her parents being judged for their accent by their income tax preparer, and she was not
allowed to speak Mandarin at school.
While it is natural to feel angry about this treatment, Jielin says that it eventually fueled her to get an education.
Through these challenges, she has become empowered, and could not be prouder of her Asian heritage! The
economics major co-founded the Asianri c Club at Laney, to help support students who share similar
challenges, and is a volunteer tax preparer for low-income families.
As a rst-generation college student, Jielin is thrilled to be graduating this May and will transfer to UC Berkeley
in the fall. Her motivation is her parents and she rmly believes that a solid education is the start to living her
dream as a chief nancial o cer. Jielin has consistently maintained a 4.0 GPA while attending Laney College
and says that there are no setbacks that could hinder her from achieving her goals and commitment to creating
a better life for her family.

Beautiful New Signage
on Campus

Faculty Feature: Laney's Newest
Carpentry Instructor
Matthew Wolpe is originally from Denver, Colorado
and moved to Oakland in 2008. "I chose Laney
because I’m part of the Oakland community. I feel
lucky to live near Laney, as it’s one of the few
community colleges in the state with a carpentry
program," says Wolpe. He especially appreciates
the diversity within the Laney Community. His
background in community-based design and
construction has been critical in preparing him for
teaching at Laney, particularly working with a wide
variety of people and teaching them how to build in an empowering way. He's
passionate about housing, shelter, social and environmental justice, and good
design. "I think design impacts our day-to-day life in so many ways and being
attentive and critical observers of the built environment is incredibly
important in regards to being an engaged citizen," he says.
In his free time, Matthew works on his own house! He also enjoys swimming,
whether it’s in a pool, a lake, a river, or the ocean – it doesn’t matter.

You've Got Love Notes!

In case you missed the
Business Office's
training/refresher on
ICC's, ePAFs, & timesheets,
you can find a copy of the
training materials here.

In light of the current climate, Laney College has challenged its students
in a kindness campaign, which encourages them to share a positive
message about a faculty or staff member they have worked with during
the transition to remote services and instruction. Our faculty and staff
members have truly worked relentlessly to learn and adapt to remote
methods of instruction. Some highlights we received from students:
“The professors and staff at Laney College have an open-door policy.
The professors are very diversi ed and care about their students. The
school cares a lot about their students and has a lot of services to help
their students in need.”
– Jessica Shumway, Psychology Major
“Fred Bourgoin has been a total trooper throughout the whole transition
to remote learning. He's always emailing us to make sure we stay on
task, his lectures are fabulous and y, and he's funny too. I guess. He's
also really smart but won't admit it. He's one of the best teachers I've
ever had. I'm really lucky to be in his Calc 3 class. Thanks Fred!”
– Veronica Then, Math Major
“A positive note I want to share about my professor is that she is very
respectful, talented, and she supports/cares about her students! Thank
you very much Irina Rivkin for all your support!!! I sincerely appreciate

Laney College does not discriminate on the basis of age, race, religion, color, gender identity,
gender expression, sexual orientation, ancestry, citizenship, national origin, military or veteran
status, disability, marital status, pregnancy, medical condition, and immigration status.

Holding Up In Quarantine - Raya Zion

Quotes & Mantras
To Get You
Through It

In 2020 we're learning to make the best
of technology, for work, school and in
our personal lives. During the Jewish
holiday of Passover, it is traditional for
families to come together to
commemorate the holiday and eat a
festive meal.

Eden Tadesse

This year, because of shelter-in-place,
we were not able to join together in
person, but rather we Zoomed across
time zones. In my family's Passover
dinner, we had 12 people join from
California, to New York, and to France.
Thank goodness for technology and
options!!

Katrina Santos

Finding Her Path To Laney...

My name is Nancy Moreno. I’m 25 years old and was born in Mexico. Imagine
spending your 8th birthday in a Tijuana desert crossing the U.S. border with your
mom and brother to be reunited with your dad. I was put in foster care for a month. I
did not have contact with any of my family. I had two more attempts at crossing the
border until I reunited with my family.
In high school I found myself getting in trouble constantly. I went to Juvenile Hall
twice. I got expelled from Hayward High and from Eden Youth Center. I was placed in
independent studies. While on independent studies, I made up two years of credits. I
knew this was my last chance, so I spent my senior year at the Hayward High library
to stay out of trouble.
While I’m not proud of my past, I decided to change my life around. I always wanted
to go into law enforcement and help at-risk youth, but this is when the reality of
being an undocumented student kicked in. Even though I spent three years training
with the Alameda County Sheriff's Department and passed all competency exams, I
did not meet the criteria because I was not a U.S. citizen. Since being in law
enforcement was not an option, I decided to go to school. I got a job at Merritt
College in Extended Opportunity Programs and Services, and I graduated in May of
2018. Presently, I am attending California State University East Bay, where I plan to
complete a bachelor’s in psychology.
I worked at Umoja-UBAKA as a staff assistant and I am transitioning to work in the
Restoring Our Communities program. When all the odds were stacked against me
being undocumented, rst-generation, at-risk-youth, previously incarcerated, and
underserved, I realized how hard life is. So, I decided to help others overcome
similar obstacles.

"Believe in yourself and all that
you are, know that there is
something inside you that is
greater than any obstacle. "
―Christian D. Larson

"Everyday is a new day to start
again." (Not sure who said this
but my grandma used to tell me
this all the time)
Larena Baldazo
"If you don't like something,
change it. If you can't change
it, change your attitude."
― Maya Angelou
Mike Moya
“You may say I'm a dreamer, but
I'm not the only one. I hope
someday you'll join us. And the
world will live as one.”
― John Lennon

Helping Students Complete the 2020 Census
Dr. David Lee, APASS Director and ViceDr.
Chair
of the United States Census Bureau CIC Steering Committee, in collaboration
David Lee, APASS Director and Vice Chair of the United States Census Bureau CIC
with Gary Albury, Director of Student Activities
and Campus Life, hosted a Census webinar on Wednesday, April 8th.
Steering Committee, in collaboration with Gary Albury, Director of Student Activities
Sonny Le, a Laney graduate, proud Oakland
resident,
and currently a Census o cial, facilitated a presentation providing
and Campus Life hosted a Census webinar on Wednesday, April 8th. Sonny Le, a
students with key information on completing
the Census via mail or online. In addition, the webinar encouraged students
Laney graduate, proud Oakland resident, and currently a Census official, facilitated a
living at home to help their families complete
the census questionnaire and explained why an accurate census count is so
presentation providing students with key information on completing the Census via
important to college students, as federal
dollars fund essential services and programs such as nancial aid, EOPS, food
mail or online. In addition, the webinar encouraged students living at home to help
vouchers, AANAPISI, etc. Additionally,their
Sonny
stressed that students who live in off-campus housing, on their own or at
families complete the census questionnaire and explained why an accurate
their college, should ll out their own Census
form
listing their off-campus housing address, even if they are temporarily
census count is so important to college students, as federal dollars fund essential
staying with their parents due to COVID-19.
This allows for an accurate count of their students by colleges/universities
services and programs such as financial aid, EOPS, food vouchers, AANAPISI, etc…
and more importantly receive the correct
federal
funding apportionment that is needed.
Additionally, Sonny stressed that students who live in off-campus housing, on their
own or at their college, should fill out their own Census form listing their off-campus

If you are interested in getting your class
involved with Census participation, please email David Lee (delee@peralta.edu)
housing address, even if they are temporarily staying with their parents due to
or Gary Albury (galbury@peralta.edu). COVID-19. This allows for an accurate count of their students by colleges/universities
and more importantly receive the correct federal funding apportionment that is

Link for webinar for posting on YouTubeneeded.
and Facebook:
https://tinyurl.com/LaneyCollegeCensus2020

The webinar will be made available via Laney’s social media platform(s). If you are
interested in getting your class involved with Census participation, please email David
Lee (delee@peralta.edu) or Gary Albury (galbury@peralta.edu).
Link for webinar for posting on YouTube and Facebook:
https://tinyurl.com/LaneyCollegeCensus2020

ESOL Instructors Raise Emergency Funds
Since shelter-in-place was declared, Laney faculty and staff have worked hard to help
students adjust to remote learning. In addition, ESOL faculty also heard from
students with even greater challenges of struggling just to meet their basic needs.
Unable to nd other resources available, the ESOL instructors decided to set up their
own #ESOLemergencyfund to help.

Rapper and songwriter,
Emoney wrote and sold $20
rap verses to help contribute
to this campaign. 100% of the
proceeds were donated. You
can watch his video here.
Did we mention that he's
Chelsea Cohen's brother?

Within a week, the department collected $7,000 from faculty and friends. By that
point, over forty students in the department told their instructors that they were
struggling nancially after losing jobs. Each of those families will be receiving a
check to help with living expenses in next few days.
However, as the crisis continues more students have come forward and the ESOL
department wants to keep helping. While Laney students of all backgrounds have
been hit hard by the current nancial crisis, the immigrant adults in the Laney ESOL
program have faced some unique problems. These immigrants often lack family
support in the U.S., face language and cultural barriers, and may avoid applying for
public assistance because of new laws barring those who have received public
support from receiving green cards. If you are interested in helping these students
nancially, Click here to donate.
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